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Walking with Jesus Through the Holy Week 
A Harmony of the Events of Jesus’ Final Week 

Wilkins, M. J. (2004). The NIV Application Commentary: Matthew (709–710). Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan Publishing House. 

 Event of the Holy Week 

  • Arrival in Bethany (John 12:1) 
SAT • Evening celebration, Mary anoints Jesus (John 12:2–8; cf. Matt. 26:6–13) 

SUN 
  

• Triumphal Entry into Jerusalem (Matt. 21:1–11; Mark 11:1–10; John 12:12–18) 
• Jesus surveys the temple area (Mark 11:11) 
• Return to Bethany (Matt. 21:17; Mark 11:11) 

MON 
  

• Cursing the fig tree on the way to Jerusalem (Matt. 21:18–22; cf. Mark 
11:12–14) 

• Clearing the temple (Matt. 21:12–13; Mark 11:15–17) 
• Miracles and challenges in the temple (Matt. 21:14–16; Mark 11:18) 
• Return to Bethany (Mark 11:19) 

TUES 
  

• Reaction to cursing the fig tree on the way back to Jerusalem (Matt. 21:20–
22; Mark 11:20–21) 

• Debates with religious leaders in Jerusalem and teaching in the temple 
(Matt. 21:23–23:39; Mark 11:27–12:44) 

• Eschatological Discourse on the Mount of Olives on the return to Bethany 
(Matt. 24:1–25:46; Mark 13:1–37) 

WED 
  

• “Silent Wednesday”—Jesus and disciples remain in Bethany for last time of 
fellowship 

• Judas returns alone to Jerusalem to make arrangements for the betrayal 
(Matt. 26:14–16; Mark 14:10–11) 

THR 
  

• Preparations for Passover (Matt. 26:17–19; Mark 14:12–16) 
After sundown: 
• Passover meal and Last Supper (Matt. 26:20–35; Mark 14:17–26) 
• Upper Room discourses (John 13–17) 
• Prayers in the Garden of Gethsemane (Matt. 26:36–46; Mark 14:32–42) 

FRI 
  

Sometime perhaps after midnight: 
• Betrayal and arrest (Matt. 26:47–56; Mark 14:43–52) 
• Jewish trial—Jesus appears in three phases in front of: 

—Annas (John 18:13–24) 
—Caiaphas and partial Sanhedrin (Matt. 26:57–75; Mark 14:53–65) 
—Sanhedrin fully assembled (perhaps after sunrise) (Matt. 27:1–2; Mark 

15:1) 
• Roman trial—Jesus appears in three phases before: 

—Pilate (Matt. 27:2–14; Mark 15:2–5) 
—Herod Antipas (Luke 23:6–12) 
—Pilate (Matt. 27:15–26; Mark 15:6–15) 

• Crucifixion (approx. 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.) (Matt. 27:27–66; Mark 15:16–39) 

SUN 
  

• Resurrection witnesses (Matt. 28:1–8; Mark 16:1–8; Luke 24:1–12) 
• Resurrection appearances (Matt. 28:9–20; Luke 24:13–53; John 20–21) 
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Palm Sunday is the day of the triumphal entry of Jesus into Jerusalem.This 
is the traditional beginning of what has been known throughout Christian 
history as Holy Week; a week designed to focus our attention on the 
“passion,” or suffering, of Christ.  

There are five days in this week that are set apart: 

Maundy Thursday denotes when Jesus washed the disciples’ feet during 
what is known as the Last Supper on the night He was betrayed.The word 
“Maundy” is built off of the Latin word for “command”; when Jesus 
washed their feet, He said, “A new commandment I give you – love one 
another as I have loved you.” At our Maundy Thursday service we wash 
feet and take the Lord's Supper.  

Good Friday is the day we mark the anniversary of when Jesus was cruci-
fied. I know, the word “good” is a misnomer. Or is it? Sin is not good. 
Suffering is not good. But what Jesus did for us, what His death accom-
plished on our behalf – that was good. Good because He took on our sins, 
and then hung in our place, paying the price for our sins so that we could 
be forgiven. 

Holy Saturday, the day before Easter Sunday, marks the time of Jesus in 
the tomb. To be honest, little is associated with this day, though it is 
named. Perhaps because few know what to do with the obscure verses 
Peter offers surrounding Jesus’ descending into the depths of hell. The 
medievalists called it the “harrowing of hell”, and that is perhaps its fullest 
sense. 

And then, of course, comes Easter Sunday when we celebrate the resur-
rection of Jesus. A day that so altered human history that we are still talk-
ing about it, and marking it, over 2,000 years later. 

Make Holy Week more than just and Easter Sunday Celebration by walking 
with Christ through this week by reading what took place this week: 

(See backside) 


