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Our mission is to prepare every generation to change their world for Christ by: 
Encouraging every believer to identify their oikos; 

Motivating every believer to intentionally engage their oikos; 
Preparing every believer to both demonstrate and communicate their faith in Christ.

oikos 
A Greek term used to describe one’s extended household or circle of influence

RESOURCES AVAILABLE
Pick up a copy of the daily Lectionary Reading Guide, Open Windows, and other devotionals at the 
entryway table. As a reminder, all church members have access to Right Now Media, an online library 
with thousands of videos. If you have forgotten your Right Now Media login, or are a new member and 
would like access to this great resource, please contact the church office. 

OFFERING SUMMARY

SUNDAYS AT UABC
BREAKFAST is served in the Fellowship Hall from 8:30 AM-
9:05 AM each Sunday morning.

NURSERY & PRESCHOOL CARE is provided for children, 
birth through Kindergarten, during the worship service 
in the Koon Mission Building (Nursery: Room 4, Preschool: 
Room 2).

1ST-6TH GRADE STUDENTS will remain in the entire 
worship service this month.

FELLOWSHIP LUNCH will be held on January 7 & 21 in the 
Fellowship Hall. You are invited to join us for this 
special time together.

BIRTHDAYS
1/1 Hongly Khuy

Touricia Song

1/2 David Ishikawa

1/3 Kenory Khuy

1/6 Martin Nguyen

1/10 Helen Choy
Betty Frantz

1/12 Xizi Song

1/14 Janna Amby
Nakia Uch

1/15 Renee Keo

1/16 Kazuko Nohara
Caleb Walsh

1/17 Justin Chan
Sophie Chan

1/24 Liane Takara

1/29 Reagan Beissel

2/3 Rebecca Tran

2/4 Laura Fink
Karen Lee
Chris Nishimura

GREETERS
1/7 Bob Kam & Dan Tom's 

Class

1/14 Dick Bento & Pam Ito

1/21 Cindy Gaskins' & Sharon 
Walsh's Classes

1/28 Janet Harris & Marian 
Kaneta's Class

If we have missed your 
birthday/anniversary, or if 
we have the wrong date, 
please contact the church 

office and let us know!

ONLINE GIVING
To give online visit universityavenuebaptist.org/giving

TEXT GIVING
To give by text message, send a text to (808) 518-2347 with the amount you 
would like to give. You will be sent a link to a giving form. Unless you specify a 
particular missions fund, your gift will be made to the church budget. To 
specify a specific fund, text the amount and the first word of the fund name 
(e.g. $50 Hamama). 

For more information on how to give online or by text message, 
including instructional videos, visit universityavenuebaptist.org/giving. 

ANNIVERSARIES
1/30 Art & Heidi Nishimura

25 Years

JANUARY 2018 

WELCOME!
We hope you feel loved and encouraged today as we worship God together. You are a valued part of our 

church family! This newsletter includes many opportunities for you to share God's love and 
connect with others. Our goal is to be a church family who knows and cares for one another and those in 

our oikos, or circle of influence.

Guests, please fill out a welcome card, found in your chair pocket, so we may have a record of your visit. 
Completed welcome cards may be left in the attendance notebook, or placed in the offering plate at the 

end of the service. Mahalo!

Monthly Needs (Dec. '17) $45,851

December Offering $64,480

2017 Budget $550,212

2017 Offering YTD $502,974



MINISTRY OPPORTUNITIES

SIGN UP FOR MINISTRY OPPORTUNITIES & EVENTS 
ONLINE AT UNIVERSITYAVENUEBAPTIST.ORG/EVENTS

A.S.K. PRAYER GROUP meets each Monday at 6:15 PM 
in the sanctuary. All are welcome.

YOUTH GIRLS' GROUP, a Bible study for girls in 6th-12th 
grades, will meet on Friday, January 5, and Friday, 
January 19, at 6:15 PM at Lynda Powell's home. 

CHUUKESE TUTORING MINISTRY is each Thursday 
at 4:30 PM at Kalihi Baptist Church. This ministry is 
in great need of tutors. For more information, contact 
Brent. 

I.H.S. DINNER FOR THE HOMELESS is on the second 
Monday of each month. Join us this month on Monday, 
January 8, at 5:30 PM. If you are interested in 
helping, please sign up on the lanai, in your Bible 
study class, or online. For more information, contact 
Brent Young.

JOY GROUP will meet on Friday, January 12, at 10:00 
AM in the Fellowship Hall. We will play BINGO and enjoy 
lunch together. If you would like to attend this month's 
gathering, please sign up on the lanai, in your Bible 
study class, or online.

YOUTH GROUP NIGHT is Friday, January 12, and 
Friday, January 26, from 6 PM-8:30 PM. This gathering 
is for students in grades 7-12. For more information, 
contact Brent. 

PRETEEN GIRLS' GROUP is Friday, January 26, from 
6:30 PM-9 PM at Dani Beth's House. This gathering is for 
4th-6th grade girls. 

INTERNATIONAL STUDENT LUNCH is on Thursday, 
February 1, from 11:30 AM-1 PM in the HPBC Chapel. 
Come and help prepare the meal at 10:30 AM. If you 
are interested in helping, please sign up on the lanai, 
in your Bible study class, or online. For more 
information, contact Brent Young.

SENIOR ADULT VALENTINE'S BANQUET, hosted by the 
youth, will be held on Saturday, February 10. More 
information to come!

It has almost been a year since our church family read Liturgy of the Ordinary together. As we read the book, we 
began to more directly talk about how our habits are forming, or deforming, us. If you have not already, I 
encourage you to work at noticing your daily habits—from small habits, like the order you use shampoo and other 
soaps in the shower, to bigger habits, like the amount of time you spend silently looking at your smart phone each 
evening. 

There is a lot that can be said about technology—through technological advances, we have many helpful tools 
that enhance day-to-day life, treat sickness, and help us stay connected with loved ones living across the ocean. 
This year, the Nielsen Company reported adults spend over 11 hours each day consuming electronic media 
(everything from smart phones to radio). Technology is not only changing what we do with our time, but who we 
are as people. Sherry Turkle, MIT professor and author of Alone Together, shares that our cell phones 
satisfy 3 fantasies: We can put our attention wherever we want it to be, we will always be heard, and we will 
never be alone. I believe this has led us to be people who expect more from our technological devices and less 
from one another. As you begin this new year, I encourage you to evaluate how the technology you use each 
day is changing you. Looking for a new year’s resolution? Spend 1-hour each day with your family and/or friends 
without technology or other distractions. Let’s practice the habit of togetherness, together! 

HABITS FOR THE HOME

Friday, February 23, 2018 
University Avenue Baptist Church

8:30 AM-3:30 PM
COST: $25

God has a purpose for us on this earth. That calling is 
to be on mission for God where He has placed us. And 
since many people spend the majority of their waking 
hours on the job, we have to stop compartmentalizing 
life into “spiritual activities” and “work activities.” How are 
we living examples of the gospel while we work?

You’re invited to the 2018 Work as Worship Retreat, 
where eleven influential business leaders and pastors will 
discuss what it looks like to connect faith and work. 
Taking place as a 1–Day Local Church Retreat on 
February 23, 2018, the live event in Dallas will be 
web-streamed to over 2,000 churches around the world, 
including University Avenue. The registration cost of $25 
includes lunch and materials. 

Join Patrick Lencioni (Author, The Five Dysfunctions of a 
Team), Joel Manby (CEO, SeaWorld), Phil Vischer (Creator, 
VeggieTales and Jellyfish Labs), Wendy Davidson 
(President, US Specialty Channels Kellogg Company), 
Norm Miller (Chairman, Interstate Batteries), and others 
in a day filled with real-life stories, biblical teaching, and 
practical wisdom that will equip believers in the 
marketplace to see their work as an opportunity to care 
for their families, fulfill their calling, and bring glory to 
God. Invite your friends and co-workers for a challenging 
day together.

Learn more or register online at 
universityavenuebaptist.org/retreat. 

A YEAR OF GENEROSITY 
January derives its name from Janus, the Roman god of the doorway 
or gates. He is usually depicted with two faces looking in opposite 
directions; backward to what has ended and forward to what is 
beginning. 

It is always good for each of us to do the same. This is not so much about 
New Year's Resolutions as much as it is about evaluating where we have 
been to make a difference in the future. 

With that in mind I want to evaluate our giving from 2017 as we head into 
2018.

Through November 2017 our giving was down by $30,000 (approximately 
6%) as compared to the same period in 2016. This is a significant change 
from the report in August where our giving was down by 15% at the end of 
July. Thank you for your increased giving in the last half of the year. It may 
be by the time I return home from Israel that your strong giving in 
December may have erased our deficit!

Another statistic that is sobering is at the end of November 2017 14% of 
our congregation had given 66% of all gifts and 75% had given 34% of all 
gifts. These are just numbers that don’t tell everyone’s story. It could be that 
some in the 75% group are giving sacrificially, beyond what they can afford, 
and some in the 14% group are giving out of their excess. But regardless 
of individual stories, it is not the sign of a healthy church when 1/6th of our 
congregation is giving 2/3rd of total contributions. 

With that said, I want to thank everyone who gave in 2017. Everyone. This 
church is completely funded by your voluntary contributions. No one has 
to give a dime. But I do believe 2018 can be better. Here are two things the 
Finance Committee has done to help make 2018 better.

1. The 2018 budget has no fat in it. Unlike previous years, this year’s 
budget equals expenses. In fact, this year’s budget is slightly below 2017 
expenses. So, when you see in the newsletter that our giving equals our 
budget then you know our giving is meeting expenses. No more, no less. If 
you see that we are behind budget, then we are not meeting expenses. At 
the end of the first quarter (March) our Finance and Personnel teams will 
meet to evaluate our giving. If we are significantly behind budget, then we 
will cut Personnel expenses. We’ve reduced all other expenses to a 
minimum already.

2. Online and text giving has been implemented. This form of giving 
can help you be more consistent in your giving if you have trouble 
remembering to write a check each week or month. Many people start 
out the new year wanting to give consistently but over time this commit-
ment wains. Online or text giving will allow you to set up weekly, bi-weekly, 
monthly or even yearly giving arrangements and then forget about it. This 
is how Cindy and I have chosen to give. Our contribution is given the first 
day of each month (to mimic “first-fruit” giving, see Deuteronomy 26:1-11). 
This is both an act of faith and worship. An act of faith because I am 
trusting God to meet my needs the rest of the month (Malachi 3:8-10).  An 
act of worship because my giving is one way that shows my heart belongs 
to God (Matthew 6:21).

If you have struggled with giving consistently or are afraid of doing this 
because you are not sure what the “future” holds, then this form of giving is 
for you! Trust God! See if He is not faithful! And together, we can make 2018 
a year of generosity. 

It is a privilege and joy to be your pastor,

Emory

Thank you for giving good gifts 
this Christmas! With the donations 

you made toward the IHS 
Welcome Home Baskets, we were 
able to donate 7 full baskets for 

families who are no longer 
homeless!

JOY Group Christmas Lunch

Manoa Christmas Parade

Ohana Christmas Celebration


