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SINCERITY + TRUTH
1 CORINTHIANS 5:6-8
Your boasting is not good. Don’t you know that a little leaven leavens the whole batch of dough? Clean out the
old leaven so that you may be a new unleavened batch, as indeed you are. For Christ our Passover lamb has
been sacrificed. Therefore, let us observe the feast, not with old leaven or with the leaven of malice and evil, but
with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth.

The Feast of Unleavened Bread, Passover, and the Feast of Firstfruits happen all together each
year. It takes most Jewish families about a month to prepare their homes to celebrate these
feasts--think spring cleaning to the extreme! Families clean every corner of their home, removing
all of the yeast, or leavening agents. They completely remove it from their property—no sticking
it in a closet or boxing it up in storage—all of the yeast is thrown out.
Today’s Scripture passage is a portion of Paul’s letter to a church he knew well. Unfortunately, this
church family had become distracted from following Jesus alone. Instead, they were dividing
themselves with labels and classifications, and they were drifting from their call to holiness. They
were boasting in God’s grace and goodness through Jesus—grace that covers our sin--while living
according to their fleshly desires. They were divided and drifting. These two struggles may sound
familiar to struggles of the global Church today.
In response to their drift from holiness, Paul implores them to, “Clean out the old leaven so that
you may be a new unleavened batch, as indeed you are.” He calls them to examine themselves, to
search under the couch cushions of their motives, thoughts, will, and desires to find what crumbs
of the old, sinful life have been left unchecked.
Throughout this past year, I have returned to the words of D.A. Carson pretty regularly. He wrote,
“People do not drift toward Holiness. Apart from grace-driven effort, people do not gravitate
toward godliness, prayer, obedience to Scripture, faith, and delight in the Lord. We drift toward
compromise and call it tolerance; we drift toward disobedience and call it freedom; we drift
toward superstition and call it faith. We cherish the indiscipline of lost self-control and call it
relaxation; we slouch toward prayerlessness and delude ourselves into thinking we have escaped
legalism; we slide toward godlessness and convince ourselves we have been liberated.”
As we prepare our hearts to celebrate Jesus--our risen, Passover Lamb--this Easter. May we each
be diligent to apply the needed grace-driven effort to clean the leaven of sin from every nook and
cranny of our heart. May our faith in Jesus be sincere. May we follow Him alone. As we open
ourselves to cleaning of God’s Spirit, may our hearts and minds be drenched in His truth.
Thinking of Passover, the story of Moses & the Israelites, and the 10 Commandments, here is a
simple exercise to help you examine your heart before God (taken from Adele A. Calhoun’s
Spiritual Disciplines Handbook):
Imagine you are in a safe place, surrounded by the love of God. Ask God to help you see yourself
as He sees you. Remember He sees you absolutely and with love. Using the 10 Commandments

(Exodus 20) as a guide, journal your sins. When you have finished, go through each commandment one at a time, asking God to forgive you and help you to change. Then burn your list in a
symbolic act of what it means to have God remove your sins from you.
Here are some extra questions to help you walk through the 10 Commandments:
1 - What gods of this world have I placed above the One True God?
2 - What do you think about most? Is that person or thing an idol?
3 - Have you used the name of God in a way that is unglorifying to Him?
4 - We are commanded to remember and keep holy a day of rest for God. Have you been following
this command? What does the way you spend your time reveal about what you truly value? How
are you trusting, or not trusting, God with your time? Are your times of rest holy and glorifying to
God?
5 - Is your relationship with your parents honoring to God? How is God glorified through your
relationships with those in your family and oikos? How has your fear and love of God transformed
the way you relate with those placed in authority?
6 - Have you loved your neighbor as yourself? Have you honored God in the way you treat your
own body and the bodies of others?
7 - Have the things you watched, listened to, thought, said, did, or not done honored God? Have
you used for your own pleasure your ears to hear stories or your eyes to incite cravings for the
body of one who is not your spouse?
8 - Have you been diligent in the work God has entrusted to you? Are you glorifying God with the
use of your resources, including your time? Have you stolen things, information, or credit due to
someone else (or to God)?
9 - Have your words been deceptive or manipulative? How have your words, or self-control with
your words, brought glory to God? Have you gossiped or delighted in being discouraging and
critical to others? How do your habits with social media/the news honor or dishonor God?
10 - What are you discontent about? Is that discontentment bringing glorying to God?

Dani Beth Crosby, Family + Communications Minister
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IN THE MIDST OF TROUBLE
M AT T H E W 2 6 : 3 0
After singing a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives.

Imagine Jesus and his disciples lounging on the floor of a dimly lit room, taking the bread and the
cup. The disciples anticipate that something is about to happen, but have no idea to what extent
the whole world is about to change. Jesus, on the other hand, knows exactly what is to come and
still he chooses to sing.
During Passover, it was custom to sing Psalms 113-118 (called the Psalms of Hallel) during and
after the Passover meal. This is the only time in Jewish tradition that these songs are sung at
night. While Jesus skipped some other parts of the traditional seder, he did not skip this time of
worship before His betrayal, arrest and crucifixion. Worship was an essential element of the
Passover story. The same ancient words of the Psalmist that strengthened Jesus in his final days
can encourage us today (Take a moment to read Psalms 113-118, knowing that our Savior sang
these words in preparation for his crucifixion).
Jesus models for us what it looks like to worship in the midst of trouble, persecution and fear.
When we are facing an impossible situation, it is easy to be bogged down by worry. It’s hard to
worship because our minds are so clouded by fear and doubt. But worship is the very thing that
takes our worry and turns it into praise. Rather than focus on the things we cannot control,
worship helps us to lay it all before the Lord and trust Him with it.
Think about the things that are looming over you (fears, illness, worry about the future, etc.).
When these worried thoughts enter your mind, combat them with worship! Put on a worship
playlist, read through the Psalms, or spend time in prayer. Be encouraged that even in hardship,
God is with us and worship will keep our hearts and minds fixed on Him.

Meredith Palicte, Worship + Internationals Minister
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THE GIFT OF REMEMBRANCE
ISAIAH 46:9-10
Remember what happened long ago,
for I am God, and there is no other;
I am God, and no one is like me.
I declare the end from the beginning,
and from long ago what is not yet done,
saying: my plan will take place,
and I will do all my will.

One of my favorite gifts from God is the gift of memories. My grandmother suffers from Alzheimer’s disease. Every time I talk to her, I’m amazed at how she remembers so many things from so
long ago, even though her short term memory is fading. She tells me stories from her childhood
in the piney woods of east Texas and tales from her 60 year marriage to my grandfather. Her
memories are a gift to her and they remind me to treasure the memories that I hold dear.
In Isaiah 46:9-10, God tells the Israelites to remember. He uses the first eight verses of this chapter
to remind his children about the idols of their ancestors - the statues made of gold and silver that
never answered their prayers. Remember the golden calf of Exodus 32 that Aaron fashioned for
them so that they would have an object for their worship? God wants them to remember that
false gods never answer prayers.
The Israelites knew all about what happened in the wilderness so many generations before;
they’d heard the stories passed down from their ancestors over and over again. They could easily
remember the pillars of cloud and fire, the manna and quail, and the tabernacle. They also knew
the stories about what happened when the Israelites sought other gods. So when God tells them
to remember what happened long ago, there were likely vivid pictures in their minds of the
stories that they’d heard throughout their lives.
As we approach Easter Sunday, we have a chance to remember too. We have the gift of remembering the stories we’ve heard and read about how God moved and acted among His people.
We’ll remember good things, like His presence in the cloud. We’ll also remember hard things, like
the slaughter of the firstborn sons and spotless lambs at Passover.
We have the gift of remembering how He has moved and acted in our own lives as well. Remember the ways that He has led you and protected you and provided for you. Remember the stories
of trials and brokenness. Remember times that you were unfaithful, worshiping other gods before
Him. The stories we remember, even the hard ones, will point us to the truth that He is God and
there is no other. There is no one like Him.
As we remember, it’s important to remember that God keeps His promises. He says, “My plan will
take place, and I will do all my will.” Isn’t it comforting to know that we can’t mess up His plans?
Our God does what He sets out to do. He keeps His word. He leads us and guides us today the
same way that He led and guided the Israelites out of Egypt, through the desert, and into the
Promised Land. He fulfilled His Word by sending Jesus to the cross and raising him on the third
day. He is sure to keep His promise that He is coming back for us. He is faithful.

Spend some time remembering God’s faithfulness to His children in Scripture.
Remember times that God has been faithful to you through your life.
Praise God for being faithful to keep His promises! There is no one like Him.

A m b e r I r v i n g, Pa s t o r ’s Wi f e
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HARVEST OF GOODNESS
DEUTERONOMY 26:1-11
“When you enter the land the LORD your God is giving you as an inheritance, and you take possession of it and
live in it, take some of the first of all the land’s produce that you harvest from the land the LORD your God is
giving you and put it in a basket. Then go to the place where the LORD your God chooses to have his name dwell.
When you come before the priest who is serving at that time, say to him, ‘Today I declare to the LORD your God
that I have entered the land the LORD swore to our ancestors to give us.’ Then the priest will take the basket from
you and place it before the altar of the LORD your God. You are to respond by saying in the presence of the LORD
your God: ‘My father was a wandering Aramean. He went down to Egypt with a few people and resided there as
an alien. There he became a great, powerful, and populous nation. But the Egyptians mistreated and oppressed
us, and forced us to do hard labor. So we called out to the LORD, the God of our ancestors, and the LORD heard
our cry and saw our misery, hardship, and oppression. Then the LORD brought us out of Egypt with a strong
hand and an outstretched arm, with terrifying power, and with signs and wonders. He led us to this place and
gave us this land, a land flowing with milk and honey. I have now brought the first of the land’s produce that
you, LORD, have given me.’ You will then place the container before the LORD your God and bow down to him.
You, the Levites, and the resident aliens among you will rejoice in all the good things the LORD your God has
given you and your household.”

I know this passage is a weird pick for a devotion leading to Easter but hang with me for a few
minutes.
During the Feast of Firstfruits, God’s people would bring the first of their harvest as an offering to
the Lord. This offering was not only an act of trust in God’s perfect provision, but also
acknowledged that all good things come from God and that everything belongs to God. We read
in our passage today that the people would bring their offering to the priest, who would place it
on the altar for them, and they would then tell the story of God’s deliverance back to God—in
worship to Him.
Read verses 5-10a again (“My father was...I have now brought the first of the land’s produce that
you, Lord, have given me.”). What does this testimony reveal about God? What does it reveal about
humanity? What does it reveal about the relationship between God and His people?
As you prepare your heart to celebrate Easter, take some time today to worship God by
proclaiming your own Exodus story/stories back to Him.
How did God deliver you from a life trapped in slavery to sin? How has God carried you through
the past difficult year? How has God delivered you from other challenging seasons in your life?
Now, take some time to “harvest” the good things God has given you.
What good relationships have you received as a gift from God? What good opportunities have
you received as a gift from God? What good life-experiences or moments have you received as a
gift from God? What good things in your life have required hard work and diligence? (These
things are still a gift from God)
If everything good comes from the Father, what other good gifts can you thank Him for?

Look over your list of good things.
Have you surrendered all of those good things back to the Lord, like an offering of firstfruits? Have
you trusted Him with them? What are you doing daily, or regularly, to give those good “firstfruits”
back to God as an offering to Him?
Finally, spend time praising God for Who He is as Redeemer and Lord of your life. You may want to
spend some time reading Psalm 19 or 91 as a prayer of praise to God.

Dani Beth Crosby, Family + Communications Minister
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WHAT A DIFFERENCE
1 PETER 1:18-19
For you know that you were redeemed from your empty way of life inherited from your ancestors, not with
perishable things like silver or gold, but with the precious blood of Christ, like that of an unblemished and
spotless lamb.

One of my favorite gifts from God is the gift of memories. My grandmother suffers from Alzheiave
you ever tried listening to music that had no melody? There are just a few examples in the world
of music where this is the case. But think about Amazing Grace. Would you recognize the tune if
someone started playing just the harmony parts of Amazing Grace? The melody is a key component to any song. We would sound rather funny if we just sang the alto, tenor, or bass parts of
Amazing Grace without the soprano singing the melody. The melody is the difference maker. It
helps to tell the story of the hymn or the worship song.
If Peter were a composer of music, then in 1 Peter 1:18-19, he is finishing the composition of the
greatest symphony ever penned. The unfinished symphony is complete now that Jesus has come.
The selection begins with God’s deliverance of Israel from slavery in Egypt. In order to secure
release, God ordered one final judgment against Egypt. He instructed the Israelites in Exodus 12
on the needed preparations to observe what is now known as the Passover. Every family in Israel
would take a lamb without blemish or defect and sacrifice the lamb. Then they would put the
blood of the lamb on their door frames and as the Lord passed through the land of Egypt dispensing justice and judgment, He passed over the homes marked with blood. God’s people were free
from God’s judgment and slavery in Egypt.
Fast forward to Jesus. He is the difference maker and the One who completes the melodic theme
of God’s great symphony of redemption. Though the Passover was observed, sacrifices were still
made in the Temple. But when Jesus came, He came to bring a life that is truly redeemed from the
empty way of life. The first Passover provided a relief from physical oppression, but the real
Passover is found in Jesus’ death upon the cross as the sacrificial Lamb of God. As Peter described,
Jesus is our “lamb without blemish or spot”. What the people passed down over the generations
didn’t truly set God’s people free from their greatest burden. But Jesus provided His precious
blood for you to live free. Not free to go and do what you want, but free to live holy. Peter points
you to hear the melody of God’s gracious symphony and to trust in the sacrifice that God has
provided for us.
This Holy Week, consider the cost of your redemption, and as you meditate on the truth of this
Gospel, I believe you will be motivated to pursue holiness as you listen to the greatest symphony
of all, the Song of the Redeemed.

Dr. Chris Irving, Senior Pastor
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EVERYTHING CHANGED
EXODUS 26:31-34
Make a curtain of blue, purple and scarlet yarn and finely twisted linen, with cherubim woven into it by a skilled
worker. Hang it with gold hooks on four posts of acacia wood overlaid with gold and standing on four silver
bases. Hang the curtain from the clasps and place the ark of the covenant law behind the curtain. The curtain
will separate the Holy Place from the Most Holy Place. Put the atonement cover on the ark of the covenant law in
the Most Holy Place.
M AT T H E W 2 7 : 5 0 - 5 1
And when Jesus had cried out again in a loud voice, he gave up his spirit. At that moment the curtain of the
temple was torn in two from top to bottom. The earth shook, the rocks split.

Have you ever created something extremely elaborate, detailed, and full of personal meaning?
Even if you haven’t and have just been able to experience something, it’s obvious the amount of
time, care, skill, and importance that was put into the product. As we read Exodus 26:31-34 we
can see some of Moses’ vivid instructions God provided to create His own purposeful and powerful masterpiece of the Tabernacle and its special elements.
After hundreds of years in Egyptian slavery, God miraculously used Moses to lead the Israelites to
freedom. As they were journeying for 40 years in the wilderness God constantly reminded them of
His presence and protection, but He also instructed them to create these physical objects to
regularly keep them focused on Him and His holiness.
Spanning across many books and chapters in the Old Testament God provided many elaborate
details and directed the hands of the Israelites as they created these most holy articles that were
constant reminders of Him. And of all of them, the most important was the Tabernacle. The
Tabernacle was a portable temple, until Solomon would build the temple years later, dedicated to
God and a place of worship and sacrifice.
Inside of the Tabernacle were two separate rooms that were divided by a thick veil, one being the
Holy Place and the other being the MOST Holy Place (or Holy of Holies) that was blocked by a veil
and housed the Ark of the Covenant. The Ark was Israelite’s holiest object, that symbolized God’s
physical presence and contained the tablets of the Law. The Ark was so holy it couldn’t be
touched and the Most Holy Place housing it was only accessible by the High Priest on Yom Kippur
(the Day of Atonement) – the one day of the whole year when the High Priest could cross the veil
and enter the Most Holy Place where the ark was located and sprinkle it with blood for the sins of
the people. This Ark must have been a stunningly beautiful object, as it was pure gold and created
with such detail and craftsmanship; however, it was inaccessible to people and the veil in a sense
separated people from God’s presence.
But in God’s big picture and sovereign timing this all changed, and the way people could
approach God was forever changed. Tabernacle means dwelling place, and because of God’s great
love for us all, He came down to earth as Jesus to tabernacle or dwell with us, and offered Himself
as the ultimate sacrifice, and paid the penalty for our sins on the cross.

In Matthew 27:50-51 we read about Jesus’ final moments on the cross where He endured the
unimaginable physical and spiritual weight of humanity’s sins, then voluntarily gave up His
physical life as payment.
At that very moment everything changed, there was a supernatural earthquake, and the veil in
the temple was torn in two from top to bottom. This barrier between God and people was
destroyed as well on the cross. And the tearing opened the way for anyone to enter the presence
of God, through the substitutionary sacrifice and payment of the Messiah Jesus.
God was inviting anyone to approach Him. For the first time, provision had been made for God to
accept sinful humans as forgiven, having been made righteous through the sacrifice of His Son.
God no longer tabernacled or dwelt in an object, but in Christians as the Holy Spirit dwells in us
as new creations (2 Corinthians 5:17). Let’s be grateful this veil has been torn down and we have
this intimate direct relationship with Jesus. And remember Hebrews 4:14-16 “Therefore, since we
have a great High Priest who has ascended into heaven, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold firmly to
the faith we profess. For we do not have a high priest who is unable to empathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are—yet he did not sin.
Let us then approach God’s throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and
find grace to help us in our time of need.”

B r e n t Yo u n g , A s s o c i a t e Pa s t o r o f S t u d e n t s + O u t r e a c h
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A CUP OF SUFFERING
M AT T H E W 2 6 : 3 6 - 3 9
Then Jesus came with them to a place called Gethsemane, and he told the disciples, “Sit here while I go over
there and pray.” Taking along Peter and the two sons of Zebedee, he began to be sorrowful and troubled. He said
to them, “I am deeply grieved[a] to the point of death. Remain here and stay awake with me.” Going a little
farther, he fell facedown and prayed, “My Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from me. Yet not as I will, but as
you will.”

There’s no denying that Jesus was fully human. As he stared a brutal death straight in the face, he
begged his Father to let it happen some other way. Despite knowing all along that he had come
to earth to die, Jesus’ pleas for the cup to pass from him provide us with evidence that he would
feel the pain and anguish of the sin of the world on his spotless, holy body. Jesus knew full well
what he was getting into and in his flesh, he wanted some other way.
We can relate to his request to let the cup pass. When we are faced with suffering and pain, quite
often our first prayer is, “God, please make it stop”. We beg Him to take our pain away and provide
us relief. More often than we care to admit, we ask God to let the cup pass but stop short of
praying, “nevertheless, not as I will, but as you will.” Our primary concern is relief from suffering,
not God’s glory. We would be wise to consider the question that Pastor Chris asked us in his
sermon on 03/21/21 - What would our lives look like if God’s glory was our top priority?
What led Jesus from the Garden of Gethsemane to the cross was a priority of God’s glory over his
own desires. His soul was sorrowful to the point of death and to our knowledge, according to
Scripture, his feelings about his situation never changed. God didn’t fix the situation or provide a
way out for Jesus, although He certainly could’ve. Jesus, being fully human as well as fully God,
knew that there was no other way. He lived his life and died his death with God’s glory as his
number one priority.
Are you willing to suffer along with Jesus if your suffering leads to God’s glory? Are you willing to
give up comforts and familiarity? Would you gladly offer your life as a living sacrifice if it meant
that God would receive glory through you? It’s easy to say yes when the question is hypothetical.
But this question is real.
As you contemplate the cup of suffering from which Jesus drank, remember that God offers a
similar cup to you. In Matthew 16:24, Jesus says, “If anyone would come after me, let him deny
himself and take up his cross and follow me.” Thank Jesus for his willingness to drink from the cup
of suffering. Praise him for choosing God’s glory as his top priority. Commit to share the cup of
suffering with Jesus as you take up your cross and follow Him.

A m b e r I r v i n g, Pa s t o r ’s Wi f e

S U N D AY, A P R I L 4

GOD’S DELIVERANCE
EPHESIANS 2:1-10
And you were dead in your trespasses and sins in which you previously walked according to the ways of this
world, according to the ruler of the power of the air, the spirit now working in the disobedient. We too all
previously lived among them in our fleshly desires, carrying out the inclinations of our flesh and thoughts, and
we were by nature children under wrath as the others were also. But God, who is rich in mercy, because of his
great love that he had for us, made us alive with Christ even though we were dead in trespasses. You are saved
by grace! He also raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavens in Christ Jesus, so that in the
coming ages he might display the immeasurable riches of his grace through his kindness to us in Christ Jesus.
For you are saved by grace through faith, and this is not from yourselves; it is God’s gift— not from works, so
that no one can boast. For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared
ahead of time for us to do.

I read a story the other day about a lifeguard saving a large man’s life from drowning. The man
was in trouble and the lifeguard took action immediately by diving in to swim out to rescue the
struggling man. But as the lifeguard approached the man, he could tell that he was indeed a large
man. The lifeguard considered his own life in the rescue because the man was in full panic mode
and was swinging wildly against the water. If the lifeguard had gone in right away, he thought the
man would take him down as well.
But he also noticed the large man was losing energy quickly. The lifeguard continued to wait just
a short distance away. He waited for the man to stop trying to save himself. He knew that he
couldn’t save the man with the large man’s method of swimming, insisting on his own strength,
and relying on his own ability. The lifeguard recognized that the man’s cry for help negated his
efforts to save himself.
Finally, the man’s energy left him and no fight was left in him. The lifeguard then took action by
his own knowledge of saving lives. He took the proper method to save this man and swam him
back to the side of the pool where he could find relief. The large man was rescued because he
rested in the strength of this savior, the lifeguard.
Friend, this is a simple story which reflects exactly what Ephesians 2:1-10 says to us. We were dead
in our sin, trying to save ourselves all the while drowning in our trespasses against God. We live
according to our own laws of what we think is good and right, and in the end we are no different
than the man flailing his arms trying to save himself. When we try to please God by our standard,
we are that drowning man. But God, who is rich in mercy, acted on our behalf. He can make you,
or has made you alive with Christ Jesus! He is our rescue and when He wraps His arms around you
He pulls you out of the depths of your depravity and sets you on a course of holiness, purity,
service, and joy. He has so much for you to learn about living free in Christ.
He didn’t have to jump in and save you, but he counted His life as a sacrifice for you. Though He
didn’t know sin personally, God put our sin upon Him while on the cross. God’s grace is great, and
He delivers us today. He wants you to know the immeasurable riches of His grace and that comes
through knowing Jesus Christ, your Lifeguard.

Take a few moments and think about the time you trusted in Jesus for salvation. When did He
rescue you from drowning in your sin and give you new life? Are you at times flailing your arms
without much faith of rescue? Then take a minute and rest. Quit trying to save yourself because
you never will. Rescue is only found in the grace of God through Jesus Christ.

Dr. Chris Irving, Senior Pastor

