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CONTACT US
2305 University Avenue, Honolulu, HI  96822    universityavenuebaptist.org   947-5008
Ray Kitagawa Deacon Of The Month chefboyrk@gmail.com Cell: 640-2067

Dong Yu Book Keeper finance@universityavenuebaptist.org Office: 947-5008

Brent Young Assoc. Pastor of Students & Outreach brent@universityavenuebaptist.org Cell: 291-0804

Dani Beth Crosby Family & Communications Minister danibeth@universityavenuebaptist.org Cell: 782-6587

Bernie Maybin Office Manager office@universityavenuebaptist.org Office: 947-5008

Shanta Danaraj Weekday Preschool Director weekdaypreschool@universityavenuebaptist.org Office: 947-6679

Emory Gaskins Pastor emory@universityavenuebaptist.org Cell: 233-9025

Trong Bui Dong Tam Church Pastor pikabui@hotmail.com Cell: 741-1471

Hongly Khuy Leader of the Khemeras Center honglykhuy@gmail.com Cell: 542-9353

Ikaika Higa Hamama Community Church Pastor ikaika.stacey@gmail.com Cell: 343-4214

Our mission is to prepare every generation to change their world for Christ by: 
Encouraging every believer to identify their oikos; 

Motivating every believer to intentionally engage their oikos; 
Preparing every believer to both demonstrate and communicate their faith in Christ.

oikos 
A Greek term used to describe one’s extended household or circle of influence

RESOURCES AVAILABLE
Pick up a copy of the daily Lectionary Reading Guide, 
Open Windows, and other devotionals at the 
entryway table.  Spend time with the Lord using these 
helpful tools.

We hope you will stay and connect with a Bible study 
group today after the worship service. Pick up a 
Bible Study Group Directory from the entryway 
table for information about our groups for children, 
youth, and adults. 

OFFERING SUMMARY
Monthly Needs $46,828.00

December Offering $65,815.77 

Budget YTD $541,936.00

Offering YTD $526,793.22

SUNDAYS AT UABC
BREAKFAST is served every Sunday morning in the 
Fellowship Hall from 8:30 AM-9:15 AM.

NURSERY & PRESCHOOL CARE is provided for 
children, birth through age 5, during the worship 
service and Bible study groups in the Koon Mission 
Building (Nursery: Room 4, Preschool: Room 2). 

K-6TH GRADE students are welcome to attend Kids 
on Mission classes after the worship service 
welcome time on January 15. On this Sunday, 
children will meet their teachers on the lanai during 
the welcome time to walk over to their classes in 
the Koon Mission Building together (K-2: Room 1, 3-6: 
Room 7).

FELLOWSHIP LUNCH will be held on January 15 in 
the Fellowship Hall. You are invited to join us for this 
special time together.

AWANA CLUB is offered for children and youth, ages 
3-18. Club will be held on January 8, 15, and 29 at 
1:00 PM in the sanctuary. 

BIRTHDAYS
1/1 Hongly Khuy

Touricia Song

1/2 Tiffany Pham

1/3 David Ishikawa

1/5 Fan Souvannarath

1/6 Kenory Khuy
Martin Nguyen

1/9 Amae Kam-Magruder

1/10 Helen Choy 
Betty Frantz

1/12 Xizi Song

1/14 Janna Amby
Nakia Uch

1/15 Renee Keo

1/16 Kazuko Nohara
Caleb Walsh

1/17 Justin Chan
Sophie Chan

1/24 Liane Takara

1/29 Reagan Beissel
Linda Liem

1/30 Nhuong Nguyen

ANNIVERSARIES
1/30 Art & Heidi Nishimura

24 years

GREETERS
1/8 Janet Harris & Marian 

Kaneta's Class

1/15 Jim & Karen Jolly's Class

1/22 Julie Petherbridge's Class

1/29 Bob Kam & Dan Tom's 
Class

BIBLE STUDY GROUPS

If we have missed your birthday/
anniversary, or if we have the wrong 

date, please contact the church 
office and let us know!

2017 H.I.M. CONFERENCE
MARCH 16-18

HAWAII CONVENTION CENTER

Visit HIM2017.org for more information and to 
register. Register by March 5 to receive the early, 

discounted rate. 



Used to be that farmers set the standard for early morning wake-ups by listening to the rooster crow as 
the sun came up. According to a new study, roosters actually know that it’s dawn because their internal 
clocks are simply wired that way.

Humans, however, don’t seem to have that same internal alarm. Since most of us don’t keep a rooster in 
the backyard for our morning wake-up call, (although some in Manoa do!) we rely on a variety of alarm 
clocks — watches, the standard old clock radio or a classic alarm clock that you wind up every night — to 
drag us out of bed in the morning and get on with the day. There are many standard alarm clock 
repetitions designed to jolt the body awake.

But what if you’re the kind of person who is so deep into sleep that you snore right through your alarm 
on a regular basis? Or, what if you’re a chronic pusher of the snooze button whose mantra of “five more 
minutes” actually turns into a half hour or more? If so, there’s a pretty good chance you are not a morning 
person.

Of course, some people wake up each morning ready to go. No one likes them. But whether you’re the 
kind of person who wakes up fresh every morning, or the kind that requires constant annoyance to get 
out of bed, there’s another kind of wake-up call that all of us need to hear, and that’s the spiritual kind.
 
The Apostle Paul wrote to the Christ-followers in Rome the following: “And do this, understanding the 
present time: The hour has already come for you to wake up from your slumber, because our 
salvation is nearer now than when we first believed.” (Romans 13:11)

Paul taught that we were living between two different ages — the present age, marked by human sin and 
brokenness and the “age to come” which had begun with Christ’s death and resurrection and will be 
consummated in Christ’s return.

The question for all of us is “how?” How do we live in the “in between time”? What does it mean to 
"understand the present time” and to “wake up from our slumber”?

This will be our focus throughout this year. It won’t be so much a sermon series as making sure that if the 
Scripture we are studying – in our small groups or in the worship service - sheds light on this question – 
we will pause and ponder its meaning for us today.

It’s going to be a good year! I am grateful to be your pastor.

Grace and Peace, 
Emory

"THERE IS ALWAYS 
ROOM FOR SOMEBODY!"

MINISTRY
OPPORTUNITIES

A.S.K. PRAYER GROUP meets each Monday evening at 6:15 PM in the 
sanctuary. Join us for this special time of prayer. 

I.H.S. DINNER FOR THE HOMELESS is Monday, January 9, at 5:30 PM. 
Join other members of our church family as we serve a meal to men 
at the Institute for Human Services (I.H.S.) shelter. Contact Darrell 
McCain at 673-1849 for more information.

WOMAN TO WOMAN TEA PARTY will be held on Monday, January 16, 
from 10:30 AM-1:00 PM in the Hawaii Pacific Baptist Convention Chapel. 
This tea party will include a panel discussion about multigenerational 
mentoring. R.S.V.P. by Tuesday, January 10, by emailing Teresa McCain 
at teresa@hpbaptist.net. 

J.O.Y. Group will meet on Friday, January 27, at 10 AM. We will be 
eating lunch and making journals. Remember to submit a scripture 
verse to Ruthie Haitsuka for the journals. Please R.S.V.P. by sigining up 
on the lanai or contacting the church office. 

CHUUKESE YOUTH OUTREACH is Friday, January 27, at Waipahu 
Community Church. This outreach includes tutoring, a dinner, and a 
Bible study. For more information, contact Darrell McCain at 673-1849.

INTERNATIONAL STUDENT LUNCH is each Thursday from 11:30 AM-
1:00 PM at the Hawaii Pacific Baptist Convention Office. UABC hosts the 
lunch on the first Thursday of each month. Join us as we serve a meal 
to international students from around the world on Thursday, February 
2. For more information, contact Darrell McCain at 673-1849.

Evelyn Rooney moved to Hawaii this fall to begin school at UH. Before she moved, she was connected 
with Gloria Willaford. "I got a text from my cousin in Dallas, saying his friend's daughter wanted to move to 
Hawaii and her parents were terrified." Gloria said, "I know how it feels to be somewhere when you don't 
have family." Gloria and her family helped Evelyn settle into life in Hawaii. "They totally took me in." Evelyn 
explains, "They treat me like family." Gloria invited Evelyn to UABC and she quickly became part of our 
church family. 

Making room at the table is nothing new for Gloria. After she and her family moved back to Hawaii from 
Okinawa, the Williafords began hosting single Marines at their home for meals. "We would have any-
where from 15 to 47 Marines over for Thanksgiving or Christmas dinner." Gloria still receives Thanksgiving 
calls and Christmas cards from some of these men and women she connected with over 30 years ago. 
"Whether they are blood kin, God kin, or just friends--there is always room for somebody." Gloria ex-
plains,  "I can't explain it, except to say God builds the relationship. You meet someone, get to know them, 
open your home and heart to them, and you just bond." In explaining her bond with Evenlyn, Gloria says, 
"It's just the love of God flowing through both of us...I'm an old woman compared to Evelyn Rooney, why 
would she want to hang around me? But she does!" Gloria adds, "You set out to bless someone by open-
ing your life to them, but you are always the one who receives the greater blessing!"

What can Gloria and Evelyn's friendship teach us about engaging our oikos? "Get to know the people in 
your oikos to the point that you can sense if they have a need or need to talk about something. You have 
to connect up tight." Gloria explains, "I pray my 4 grandkids will get to know the Lord as soon as they are 
old enough to truly understand, and that they will accept Him as their personal Lord and Savior. If they 
do that, I trust they will reach out, enlarge their oikos, and do what God wants them to do." 

Gloria's oikos includes her family, friends like Evelyn, and her friends at the YMCA. "I exercise with 3 girl-
friends at the Y every morning. All 3 are lost as a goose, but they know I am different and that I pray for 
them. Through these friends I have met a bunch of other friends at the Y." Gloria adds, "You just have to 
let your light shine so others recognize it. We have to do our best with what we've got and share it with 
others." 

Welcome to UABC! We hope you will be encouraged by worshiping God through music, 
fellowship, and the Word today. Guests, please fill out a Welcome Card, found in your 

chair pocket, and place it in the offering plate at the end of the service. Mahalo!

WELCOME!

Members of our church family, from 
preschool to senior adults, led worship 

during our Ohana Christmas Celebration 
on December 18!

2017 WAKE-UP CALL


