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CONNECT//
10 minutes

Phone Talk
SUPPLIES
 • Phones (2 for every 6–8 children;  
e.g.: household phones, old cell 
phones, or toy phones)

GATHER//
25 minutes

Remember Verse
SUPPLIES
• Remember Verse cards *
• Gizmo puppet
• Bible
 • Treasure Trunk

The Big God Story

Wonder Questions
SUPPLIES
• Wonder Question strips *
• Scissors
 • Small bag with drawstring

Prayers & Praises
SUPPLIES
• Prayers & Praises book
• Index cards
• Pen or marker
 • Treasure Trunk 

RESPOND//
20 minutes

Praying Hands
SUPPLIES
• Praying Hands template *
• Scissors
• Card stock (1 sheet per child)
• Yarn (2' per child)
• Tape 
• String (6')
• Tacks or nails (2)
• Clothespins (1 per child)
• Hole punch
 • Optional: hammer

(Optional) Listen  
to Me

BLESS//
5 minutes

SUPPLIES
• Remember Verse cards *
 • At Home Weekly: Lesson 3 *

Remember Verse
Your Father knows what you need before you ask him.  

Matthew 6:8b

God Listens

Bible Passage: Matthew 6:5–13; Luke 11:1–13
(Prayer)

Summer Lesson 2

Further Resources
To help you plan and lead:

Customizable copy of Lesson 2
2016–17 Scope and Sequence
 TruWonder How It Works 
document 

Small Group Enhancements:
Lesson 2 Discussion
TruWonder Timeline

At Home Weekly: Lesson 2 
The weekly for the next lesson—
to be sent home for preteaching 
by parents—is found in BLESS.

© 2017 David C Cook. TruResources are developed in partnership with ROCKHARBOR Church and a national 
network of family and children’s ministry leaders. All rights reserved. Reproducible for church use only.

LESSON OVERVIEW

*see Resources
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Each week you’ll find encouraging articles that help you prepare your heart to present the lesson.

Inspire Shares personal stories from fellow ministry leaders about how God has worked in their lives

A while back, a friend and I were talking about prayer. She 
stopped midsentence and said, “I have to tell you this story. 
I know I’m supposed to share this with you right now.” She 
proceeded to recount a conversation she had with a little 
girl she was mentoring. Earlier this summer, the girl shared 
how her family had been going through a very rough time. 
Her parents were fighting all the time, and she was afraid 
and didn’t know what to do. My friend told her, “Whenever 
you are afraid, or your parents are fighting, go into your 
room and kneel at the foot of your bed. When you do, pray 
and talk with Jesus. He will meet you there.” 

Shortly after their talk, the child came back and reported 
to my friend that she had done just as she said. This time 

when her parents were fighting, she went into her room, 
knelt down by her bed, and began to talk to Jesus. She said, 
“Jesus talked to me.” My friend was thrilled, and she smiled 
as the girl continued, “He told me that my whole family was 
going to be blessed.” My friend didn’t know the meaning of 
these words, but it didn’t matter. The child who met with 
Jesus knew, and her heart was filled with hope and comfort. 
Her God met her in the middle of her circumstance and 
gave her exactly what she needed. God wants us to talk 
with Him.

Cristi Thomas
Tru Team

Equip Offers perspective and context to the lesson’s Bible passage

Before looking at the account of the Lord’s Prayer in 
Matthew chapter 6, we find in the preceding chapter Jesus 
teaching His disciples through the Beatitudes. He teaches 
them by laying out the foundation of the kingdom of 
God—contrasting it with the kingdom of this world. Jesus’ 
statements beginning with, “You have heard it said ...” and 
ending with, “But I tell you …” paint the picture of what is 
required of all who choose to be in God’s kingdom. 

“Lord, teach us to pray …” (Luke 11:1–13). Jesus answered 
this request by teaching the disciples—and us—how to pray. 
He begins to frame and model prayer for us by establishing 
how we’re to approach God the Father: “Our Father in heaven 
…” (Matthew 6:9). The word Jesus uses for Father in Aramaic 
is the informal word Abba—translated to mean “daddy.” 
“Hallowed be your name” establishes who God is and retains 
the authority of the I AM. “Your kingdom come, your will be 
done …” (verse 10). We’re to ask our heavenly Father to usher 
in His coming kingdom—which Jesus had just outlined with 

the Beatitudes. When we pray for His coming kingdom, our 
hearts can begin to desire the things that are important 
to Him—and get to know the heart of our Daddy. “Give us 
today our daily bread …” (verse 11). The Father cares for our 
needs, for He is our provider and will give us what we need 
in each day. “Forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven 
our debtors” (verse 12). Jesus offers us forgiveness of sins. 
For as we’ve been forgiven, by the same measure we must 
forgive others who hurt or sin against us—in forgiveness is 
freedom. “Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
the evil one” (verse 13). As we journey through this world, 
we’ll be face to face with decisions that will affect our lives, 
and often, the lives of others. We need the guidance and 
covering of the Lord to go before us. 

Jesus is the way to the kingdom of God. He came to fulfill 
the law, and His words bring hope. In light of this truth, as 
we pray, we can pray expectantly as we ask God to usher the 
ways of His kingdom into this world and our lives.

Support Provides reflection and assessment through encouragement, prayer, and time in God’s Word

As we pray, we can choose to turn the posture of our heart 
toward the things the Father desires. Jesus showed us how 
to approach the Father with confidence and the familiarity 
of Him as our Daddy. What a beautiful gift. Our heavenly 
Father, the God of all creation, the Lord Almighty, says that 
you can call Him Daddy. You’ve been adopted into His 
eternal family and are His child. He provides for all your 

needs—and hears all your joys, sorrows, and questions. He 
not only hears, but He answers.

Each day this week, spend time in prayer with your Abba 
Father, using the format Jesus has given to you in the Lord’s 
Prayer. As you begin, ask God to align your heart with His. 
If you enjoy journaling, consider writing your prayer. Place 
yourself in the surroundings that best help your heart and 

LEADER PREP
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soul connect with God. After you spend some time talking 
with God, allow some silence to listen to what He may 
choose to say to you. 

May the peace of God guard your heart and mind in 
Christ Jesus now and forever (Philippians 4:7, paraphrase).

CONNECT//10 minutes

Children develop relationships with their leaders and one another through simple activities and conversation 
starters.

Phone Talk
Today’s part of The Big God Story deals with prayer. As they connect, children will get to explore the concepts of talking and 
listening. 

SUPPLIES
 • Phones (2 for every 6–8 children; e.g.: household phones, old cell phones, or toy phones)

RELATE
Welcome children and gather them around you. Welcome, 
friends. It’s so good to be with you again! What are 
these? Hold up phones and wait for children to respond. 
Yes! They’re phones. What do we do with phones? Wait 
for children to respond. Yes! We talk and listen with 
phones. Let’s do that right now. Hand two phones to two 
different children, and encourage the first child to “call” the 
second child. Help them keep the conversation going by 
having one child ask the other one or two of the question 

suggestions below. Once the first two children are finished, 
allow two more children to have a “phone” conversation.

Talking question suggestions: What’s your favorite 
color? What’s your favorite game? What’s your favorite 
toy? Who’s your favorite person to talk to? What’s your 
favorite thing to eat? 

Great talking, everyone! It’s fun to talk to people and 
get to know them better!

GATHER//25 minutes

Children experience and learn more about God through memorizing Scripture, storytelling from The Big God 
Story, prayer, and discussion.

Begin GATHER with a Welcome Song. See How It Works document for an example. 

Remember Verse
SUPPLIES
• Remember Verse cards (see Resources)
• Gizmo puppet
• Bible
 • Treasure Trunk

For information on how to prepare the Treasure Trunk and where to purchase Gizmo, see the How It Works document.

SET UP
After placing the Remember Verse cards in the Bible, set the Bible in the Treasure Trunk. 

RELATE
I love talking with you! It’s so much fun to learn more 
about you. When we talk to each other and listen to one 
another, we can become better friends. Let’s remember 
some words from God’s Word, the Bible. Our Remember 
Verse from Matthew 6:8b says, “Your Father knows what 
you need before you ask him.”

Gizmo, do you know who is talking in this verse? Gizmo 
thinks for a moment and then whispers to the teacher. Yes! 

Jesus is talking in this verse. Jesus was sharing how much 
God cares for us. Friends, since God already knows what 
we need, does that mean we should stop talking to Him? 
Children respond. No! God loves to hear from us, and He 
will always listen when we talk to Him. Let’s practice some 
motions to help us remember the verse.
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Remember Verse
Your Father knows what you need before you ask him. Matthew 6:8b

Remember Verse Motions
Your Father: Bring thumb and index finger together, all other fingers straight and pointing upward.
knows what: Tap forehead.
you need: Open hands in front of you, palms up.
before you ask him: Bring both hands in front of chest in prayer posture.

The Remember Verse Game
Repeat the verse with children in various voices. Here are some ideas to get you started: Say it loudly, quietly, quickly, slowly, 
like a snake (with a lot of hissing), like a whale (very slow with a lot of octave change), or like a cow (with a hearty “moo” 
after every few words). After doing these, ask children for ideas on how to say the Remember Verse. Don’t forget to do the 
Remember Verse motions!

The Big God Story
Matthew 6:5–13; Luke 11:1–13
God Listens
Storytelling Technique: Actions

RELATE
You all did a great job saying our Remember Verse together! 
I’m looking forward to hearing what God has to say to us in 
The Big God Story. Before we begin, let’s pray and ask God 
to speak to us. Lead children in a Prayer of Release to pause, 
be still, and ask the Holy Spirit to quiet their hearts and minds.

Say “yes” if you like to talk. Wait for children to respond. 
Touch your nose if you like to talk to your mom. Wait for 
children to touch noses. Touch your knees if you like to talk 
to your friends. Wait for children to touch knees. It’s fun to 
talk to our friends and family. 

The reason I like talking with my friends and family is 
that they like to know what I’m doing. I like to listen to 
what others are saying to me too. Sometimes my family or 
friends, especially people like my parents and teachers, say 
important things that help me learn and grow.

There’s a place in The Big God Story where Jesus’ friends, 
the disciples, had a big question about how to talk with 
God. They wanted to know how to pray. When we pray, 
we’re talking and listening to God. And God listens to and 
talks to us as well. Today we’re going to do some actions to 
help us discover more about praying. Let’s practice doing a 
couple of the actions. Are you ready? When we pray, we’re 
talking (point to mouth and wait for children to do same) 
and listening (place hands behind ears and allow children to 
follow action) to God. Great job following my actions! Place 
hands in lap and invite children to put hands down too.

Jesus prayed to His Father in heaven (point upward and 
have kids do same action, then place hands in lap) all the 
time. Sometimes Jesus would spend time alone talking 
to God. Jesus talked (point to mouth and have children do 
same) with God the Father about everything, and God 
listened (place hands behind ears) to the things Jesus told 
Him. Jesus listened (place hands behind ears) to God too.

One day after Jesus was finished praying, one of His disciples 

said to Him, “Lord, teach us to pray.” You see, because the 
disciples were with Jesus every day, they saw (point to eyes 
and have children follow action) how many times He prayed, 
and why He talked with God. Everything Jesus did was what 
God the Father wanted Him to do. The disciples wanted to 
be more like Jesus. They watched Him every day, and they 
saw (point to eyes) how He cared for people and the world 
around Him. So when the disciples asked Jesus to teach 
them to pray, He did. Jesus said, “This is how you should talk 
with God: ‘Father, may Your name be kept holy. May Your 
kingdom come soon. Give us each day the food we need, 
and forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against 
us. And keep us from wanting to do things that are bad for 
us and others’” (paraphrase of Luke 11:2–4). 

Jesus’ first words in the prayer are, “Father, may Your 
name be kept holy.” What is holy? Children answer. Those 
are good thoughts. God is holy because there is no one 
and nothing like Him. How can we keep God’s name holy? 
Good thinking. When we speak to God and about God, we 
can remember that He is our Father in heaven who is always 
good and perfect. 

Jesus also prayed about our needs every day. When we 
pray (fold hands), we can talk with God about anything, at 
any time. He is always listening (place hands behind ears). 
We can ask Him for the food we need each day (pretend 
to spoon food in mouth and have children follow action), to 
help us treat each other kindly, to forgive people when they 
hurt us, and to say we’re sorry when we hurt others. We can 
even ask Him to help us make good choices or to help care 
for the people and things around us (hold out hands as if 
giving a gift. Have children do same action).

God listens when we pray (place hands behind ears). He 
wants to hear about our whole lives. He wants us to talk 
with Him (point to mouth) and listen to His words too (place 
hands behind ears).
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Wonder Questions 
Lead a discussion on today’s part of The Big God Story as children take turns pulling Wonder Questions from a bag.

SUPPLIES
• Wonder Question strips (see Resources)
• Scissors
 • Small bag with drawstring

PREPARE AHEAD
Print or copy the Wonder Questions strips, cut them apart, and place them in the bag.

RELATE
Today in The Big God Story, Jesus teaches us about praying to God His Father. No matter where we are, or what we’re 
doing, we can always talk with God. God loves us and He wants us to talk with Him.

I wonder … What did the disciples talk with God about?
I wonder … What do I want to talk with God about?
I wonder … How does it feel to know God always listens to me?

Prayers & Praises 
SUPPLIES
• Prayers & Praises book
• Index cards
• Pen or marker
 • Treasure Trunk 

SET UP
Place the Prayers & Praises book in the Treasure Trunk.

RELATE
After discussing the Wonder Questions, you’ll have the 
opportunity to pray with and for each of the children in 
your group. Gather children in a circle. Jesus taught the 
disciples to pray. God wants us to talk with Him all the 
time, every day. He is always listening.

Let’s take some time to talk with God, since He loves 
it when we talk with Him. Let’s praise God for being over 
the whole world and for providing things like food for us. 
I’ll start. “God, I praise You for Your power and thank You 
for providing for us.” Allow children time to participate. 
Encourage them to speak their own words or repeat the 

words you said. Close as the Holy Spirit directs you.
I love praising the Lord with you. We can be sure He is 

listening when we pray. Now let’s share how we can pray 
for each other. Open the Treasure Trunk and take out the 
Prayers & Praises book. Ask children to share updates on the 
things they previously asked the class to pray with them 
about. Celebrate the praises, recommit to praying for things 
not yet answered, and ask for any new requests. Pray for the 
praises and requests mentioned, and let children know you’ll 
continue to pray for them in the coming week.

RESPOND//20 minutes

Children reflect on what the Holy Spirit is teaching them and respond through creative activities and games.

Praying Hands
Children will create a string of praying hands as a reminder that God listens when they talk to Him.

SUPPLIES
• Praying Hands template (see Resources)
• Scissors
• Card stock (1 sheet per child)
• Yarn (2' per child)
• Tape 

• String (6')
• Tacks or nails (2)
• Clothespins (1 per child)
• Hole punch
• Optional: hammer
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PREPARE AHEAD
Print one Praying Hands template for each child and cut them out. Punch holes where indicated around the edge of the 
hands. Cut the yarn into two-foot lengths, and place tape around the end of one side of the yarn to make threading through 
the holes easier. Tie the non-taped end to one of the holes on the hands so children will have a starting point when threading 
the string through the other holes.

SET UP
Place the hands around the table where the children can reach them. Use the tacks or nails to hang the string on the wall at a 
height where the children will be able to reach it. Attach the clothespins to it.

RELATE
When Jesus taught His friends to pray to God, He 
explained that they could pray to Him about everything. 
God listens. Let’s take a moment to think about different 
things in our own lives that we can talk with God about. 
Pause for a moment. There are enough of these praying 
hands for each of you to have one. You can use the yarn to 
thread or weave through the holes. As you work your yarn 
through the holes in the hands, you may want to think 
about what we’ve learned about talking to God from The 
Big God Story today. 

As the children weave, continue the conversation about 
prayer. God wants us to talk with Him. Does that surprise 
you? What would you like to talk with God about? What do 
you usually talk with God about? Are there hard things to 
talk with God about? When you finish threading, we have 
a place to hang our hands together if you’d like. Take some 
time and talk to God on your own, then feel free to bring 
your praying hands up and add them to the string. We’ll 
leave our hands up to remind us that God listens when we 
talk to Him.

(Optional) Listen to Me
God listens when we talk to Him, but it’s important that we listen to what He has to say too. This game, reminiscent of Simon 
Says, will encourage children to use their best listening skills.

RELATE
Invite children to stand up and spread out so they have 
about an arm’s length between each other. God loves it 
when we talk with Him. He listens to everything we have 
to say. Did you know we can listen to Him too? We can! 
That’s part of any conversation—talking and listening. 
You’ll need to use good listening skills today to play our 
game. I’m going to tell you to do something or not do 
something, and I want you to listen and do what I say. 
Use the following statements or similar statements, and 
encourage children to do a good job of listening.

Jump up and down. Don’t stop jumping up and down. 
Now, don’t jump up and down. Sit down. Stand up. Start 
skipping. Everyone say, “God wants me to talk with 
Him” (say “God wants me to talk with Him” with children). 
Keep skipping. Start skipping and clapping. Don’t skip 
(encourage children to keep clapping). Sit down. Don’t 
clap. Continue with various other motions, actions, and 
combinations, as time allows. You can also have some 
volunteers lead the group.

BLESS//5 minutes

Children receive a blessing from their leaders and sometimes one another. A blessing may be a prayer of 
commission, a portion of Scripture, or words to encourage and guide.

SUPPLIES
• Remember Verse cards (see Resources)
 • At Home Weekly: Lesson 3 (see Resources)

RELATE
Gather children in a circle, and explain that you’re going to pray for each of them. Tell them that this is a time to be still and 
that closing their eyes might help keep them from getting distracted. Share the following words from Philippians 4:6: Do not 
be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to 
God.

Invite children to bless each other. Help children break into small groups of two or three, and encourage them to speak 
blessing words over their partners: 

(Child’s name), may you remember that God wants to hear from you this week. 
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End this time together with a blessing over your whole group:

May you know that God listens to you. May you remember to talk with Him about everything. 

Send home Remember Verse cards and the At Home Weekly with your kids. 


