
16 Lesson 3–Toddler

Lesson 3

This symbol appears whenever preparation 
takes more than five minutes. A list of 
classroom supplies for the quarter is 
included on page 5.

Tip: At the beginning of each quarter, separate 
the pages for Starting Steps and store them by 
lesson.

Bible Basis: Genesis 1:9-10; Psalm 95:5
Lesson Focus: God made the ground.

God Made the 
Ground

Where Learning Happens
Set up areas for play before children arrive.

Bible Step
Talk Time
NNToddler Creative Teaching Aids— 

Photo Poster 3
Bible Story Time
Genesis 1:9-10; Psalm 95:5

Bible Review Step
Bible Story Review Time
NNToddler Creative Teaching Aids—Story 

Figures 5, 6, Story Card 3, Story Mat
Music Time
“All Things”
NNToddler Creative Teaching Aids—CD,  

CD player

Craft Step
Sand Drawing
NN9" x 11" sheets of sandpaper, crayons 
NNStarting Steps for Lesson 3 for Goodbye 

Time

Teacher Devotional
As you read Genesis 1, it is evident that God 
had a plan. One thing followed another 
in His perfect plan. Each step of Creation 
brought more order to the earth.

God has a plan for your life too. Each 
day brings another step. Each step builds on 
the last to build up His perfect plan for your 
life.

It can be easier to see God’s plan as you 
look back in time rather than what is hap-
pening at the present moment. Think about 
how you have seen God’s plan unfold in 
your life.

God doesn’t just have a plan for your life. 
He also provides what you need along the 
way, just as He provided the land and seas 
before He created people. Seek God dili-
gently so He may reveal His plan for you.

Understanding the Bible
On the third day of Creation, God separated 
the “dry ground” from the “seas” (Gen. 
1:9-10). At God’s command the land was 
separated from the water (2 Pet. 3:5). God 
formed the dry land from the mountains to 
the deepest valleys (Ps. 95:4-5).

The land was then filled with all types of  
vegetation. These plants were to supply food 
for all living creatures, including people. 
The land was also filled with the different 
types of animals. 

After the Fall, people would have to toil 
in order to work the ground but it would 
still provide food (Gen. 3:17-19). God is still 
the ultimate provider. He cares for the land, 
sends rain to water it, and amply enriches it 
to give His people what they need (Ps. 65:9).
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17Toddler–Lesson 3

Lesson 3 Focus: God made the ground.

Where Learning Happens

When Teaching 
the Bible to 
Toddler/2s…

Table—
The table can be used for a free-play activity, snack, or the 
craft. For directions on setting up today’s craft activity, see Sand 
Drawing in the Craft Step, page 20.

Rug—
This is the place to gather children together for small group 
activities, depending on the size of your group. Invite them to 
the rug for the Bible Step, page 18. This week’s story is “God Made 
the Ground” from Genesis 1:9-10 and Psalm 95:5.

This is also a good place for sharing stories or movement 
and the Music Time, page 19. Sing “All Things” this week.

Care Area—
Take time for each child’s physical needs, including rest room 
breaks and diaper changes. Provide water and a snack when 
appropriate.

Books—
A choice of books to explore pictures and words. Create a “God 
Made Ground” book by filling resealable plastic bags with a variety 
of dirt and gravel, then attaching them together with duct tape for 
children to “read.”

Blocks—
Blocks of different sizes and shapes for building and creative play.

Toys—
A variety of toys appropriate for two year olds to encourage play. 
Let children explore with a dishpan filled with sand and cups. If you 
have access to a sandbox, you could use that. Physically touching sand 
will help children relate to the ground God made in today’s Bible 
story.  

Home Living—
Several baby dolls, blankets, play food, and dishes for children 
to imitate what they see in real life.

In today’s Bible story, from Genesis 1:9-10 and Psalm 95:5, God 
created ground. Two year olds spend much time playing on the 
ground. Whether it is rolling, playing, or sitting, the ground is a 
comfortable place to them. Be a part of the toddlers’ world by 
teaching while sitting on the floor or on a chair at their eye level.

Your children will 
spend most of their 

time during class moving 
and exploring, choosing, 
and playing in the learning 
environment. The learning 
environment is simply the 
books, toys, blocks, music, 
stories, and activities with 
which your children will 
interact from the moment 
they arrive to the time they 
go home.

While the children are 
busy exploring and play-
ing, you can gather a small 
group to hear the Bible 
story from Genesis 1:9-10 
and Psalm 95:5. You can 
also walk around the room, 
visit the children at differ-
ent activities, and use the 
story mat to present the 
Bible Story Review.

This lesson is designed 
to allow toddlers and two 
year olds to play indepen-
dently. This frees you to 
present the Bible Step, 
Bible Review Step, and 
Craft Step either to indi-
viduals or to small groups 
throughout the class time.
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Lesson 3 Focus: God made the ground.

Bible Step

18 Lesson 3–Toddler

Photo Poster 3

Toddlers love to look at photographs that show children. Sharing what 
they know about the ground helps them connect to the Bible story “God 
Made the Ground,” from Genesis 1:9-10 and Psalm 95:5. Invite small 
groups, of four children or less, to the rug for Talk Time. Use this rhyme 
to help capture their attention.

Stretch up tall, (Stand up and stretch.)
high as can be.

Sit down quietly, (Sit down.)
with eyes on me!

Show Photo Poster 3. Point to the child digging. This child is playing and 
digging. What is he using to dig? (Shovels) The child is digging in the 
ground. What do you like to dig in? Allow each child to share about 
digging, even if they all answer the same way. When each child talks, he 
or she is beginning to make a connection between everyday life and the 
Bible story. It is fun to dig in the ground. God made the ground that we 
dig in. Today we’re going to talk about God making the ground.

Talk Time
NNMaterials: Creative Teaching Aids—Photo Poster 3

Story Questions
Ask the following questions 
to review the Bible story:

1. What did God make? 
(The ground)

2. Who made the ground? 
(God)

Bible Story Time 
NNGenesis 1:9-10; Psalm 95:5

Toddlers and two year olds love to dig and play in the sand 
and ground. God’s creation of land is presented in today’s 
Bible story with a young child’s knowledge of ground in mind. 
Have your Bible open to Genesis 1. Our story today is from the 
Bible, God’s special book.

The Bible tells us God made everything.
God made the ground.
Water is wet.
But the ground is dry.
(Pat the floor.)
We can play with the sand in the ground.
(Push hands away from you.)
We can dig in the ground.
(Pretend to dig.)
Plants grow in the ground.
(Stretch arms above head.)
God made the ground.

Whether you are telling the story to one child or a small 
group, repeat the Bible story. Repeating the actions with you 
will help the children learn and remember.
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Lesson 3 Focus: God made the ground.

Bible Review Step
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Story Mat with Story Figures 
5, 6, and Story Card 3

Bible Story Review Time 
NNMaterials: Creative Teaching Aids—Story Figures 5, 6, 
Story Card 3, Story Mat

Touching and moving things are good ways for toddlers to learn. Encourage the 
children to handle the figures of the faucet with drip (Figure 5) and pile of sand 
(Figure 6) as they help you retell the Bible story.

Anytime after you have done the Bible Step, you can do the Bible Review Step. 
Keep the small group you have at the rug or visit children at different activities and 
tell the Bible Review story.

Music Time
NNMaterials: Creative Teaching Aids—CD, CD player

Music filled with energy and action is perfect for toddlers. They learn 
the way they like best—using their whole bodies and lots of energy! 
This song reinforces today’s Bible story, from Genesis 1:9-10 and 
Psalm 95:5, that God made the ground.

“ALL THINGS”
The complete song is on CD in the Creative Teaching Aids packet. The words and 
movements can be found on page 71 of this teacher’s guide.

Toddlers and two year olds love to repeat songs over and over. Repeat “All Things” for 
the children to learn and remember the song.

Punch out any new figures for the lesson and Story Card 3. Lay 
the story mat in front of you and place the story card by the mat.

Put the faucet with drip and pile of sand, Figures 5 and 6, on the mat 
before telling the story. 

God made the water. It is wet. Who can find something water 
comes out of? Have a child point to the faucet with drip, Figure 5. 

God made the ground. It is dry. Who can find the ground that 
is dry? Have a child point to the pile of sand, Figure 6. 

Who can find the ground that we can dig in? Have a child point 
to the pile of sand, Figure 6. 

Who can find the ground that we can play with? Have a child 
point to the pile of sand, Figure 6. 

Who can find the ground that plants grow in? Have a child point 
to Figure 6. God made the ground.

Repeat the story to each child or group of children. Young 
children need to hear and do things over and over.
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Craft Step

Lesson 3 Focus: God made the ground.

Goodbye Time

20 Lesson 3–Toddler

As they leave, tell all the children, individually, you are 
glad they came. As you say goodbye, ask, “Who made 
the ground?” Send each child home with his or her very 
own Starting Steps. One side connects each child’s family 
to today’s lesson; the other side includes a devotional, 
parenting tip, and an amusing anecdote.

Sand Drawing
The process of doing a craft is one of the ways toddlers and two year 
olds learn. They discover how crayons work by coloring on sandpaper. 

Encourage each child to create more than one Sand Drawing, as time allows. All the things your 
children create are treasures. You can send them all home.

Materials: 9" x 11" sheets of sandpaper
 Crayons

Before Class: 1. Fold and tear the sandpaper into half sheets. You will need to have more 
than one piece of sandpaper for each child.
2. Set a piece of sandpaper at each place at the table.

Craft Time
Show the children a piece of sandpaper. God made the ground. Sometimes we play in ground 
called sand. This paper is called sandpaper. It was made by putting sand from the ground onto 
the paper. Give the children time to touch their sandpaper. Let’s color on the sandpaper. Let the 
children color on the sandpaper. You may want to talk about the dots the crayon makes on the 
sandpaper. Sandpaper wears crayons down quickly. Be prepared to tear some of the paper off the 
crayons as the children color. Encourage the children to use different colors.

As the children work, talk about the Bible story from Genesis 1:9-10 and Psalm 95:5. God made 
the ground. We can dig in the ground. We can play with the ground. Plants grow in the ground. 
God made the ground. 

Encourage each child to make more than one Sand Drawing.
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