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HOPE
WEEK 1

CLIMB IN HOPE
ISAIAH 9:2;6-7
The people walking in darkness
have seen a great light;
a light has dawned
on those living in the land of darkness.
For a child will be born for us,
a son will be given to us,
and the government will be on his shoulders.
He will be named
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,

Eternal Father, Prince of Peace.
The dominion will be vast,
and its prosperity will never end.
He will reign on the throne of David
and over his kingdom,
to establish and sustain it
with justice and righteousness from now on and
forever.
The zeal of the LORD of Armies will accomplish this.

Hannah Hurnard’s, Hinds Feet on High Places, is an allegory about a deer’s climb up a
challenge-ridden mountain. Mirroring the life of a Christ-follower, at different points in her journey, the deer must climb alongside various companions. When Sorrow and Suffering become her
journey companions, she is hesitant to continue the climb. Then she remembers, “Others have
gone this way before me...and they could even sing about it afterwards. Will he who is so strong
and gentle be less faithful and gracious to me, weak and cowardly though I am, when it is so
obvious that the thing he delights in most of all is to deliver his followers from all their fears and
to take them to the High Places?" The deer then steps forward, looks straight at Sorrow and
Suffering, and courageously continues on, clinging to the hope she has in The Shepherd.
Faith-rooted hope is established on the unchanging, eternal character of God the Father, Son, and
Holy Spirit.
Like looking both ways before you cross a busy street, Advent is a time to pause and look both
ways, reminding ourselves of the hope we have in Jesus. We look back in celebration of hope
fulfilled through His birth, life, death, and resurrection. We also look forward in hope and
anticipation to His second coming and His eternal Kingdom. We hope in the unchanging, eternal
character of Jesus:
He is still Light in the darkness.
He is still Wonderful. There is wonder in His earthly nature—fully God and fully man. There is
wonder in His love. There is wonder in His birth. There is wonder in His life—in His miracles, in His
choice of disciples, in His parables and teaching, and in His suffering. There is wonder in His
resurrection. There is wonder in His eventual return.
He is still Counselor. He dwelt on earth in full wisdom, calling all who are weary and burdened to
find rest in Him. He counsels us to find rest by taking on His yoke--His way of living in
righteousness—and learning from Him. His “yoke is easy and [His] burden is light.” (Matthew
11:28-29) This is the way, walk in it!
He is still Mighty God. The winds and waves obey Him. He called Lazarus out of his tomb. He
conquered sin and death, once and for all.

He is still Everlasting Father. He is one with the Father. He “is the same yesterday and today and
forever.” (Hebrews 13:8) He is God with Us, Immanuel.
He is still Prince of Peace. All that is good and perfect comes from Him. In Him we find
completion, perfection, and wholeness.
Sorrow and suffering have been one of the many “companions” journeying with us throughout
this curious year. We climb on in hope, looking back and remembering God is our Light, Wonder,
Counsel, Power, Protection, and Restoration to us as He was to those who climbed before. We
journey in hope, looking ahead to His eternal Kingdom that multiplies each day and is established
and sustained in His justice and righteousness now and forever.
Isaiah 30:21; Matthew 8:27; John 15:13; Matthew 28:6; John 11:25-26; John 10:30; James 1:17; Philippians 1:6
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JOURNEY IN HOPE
PSALM 122
I rejoiced with those who said to me,
“Let’s go to the house of the LORD.”
Our feet were standing
within your gates, Jerusalem—
Jerusalem, built as a city should be,
solidly united,
where the tribes, the LORD’s tribes, go up
to give thanks to the name of the LORD.
(This is an ordinance for Israel.)
There, thrones for judgment are placed,

thrones of the house of David.
Pray for the well-being of Jerusalem:
“May those who love you be secure;
may there be peace within your walls,
security within your fortresses.”
Because of my brothers and friends,
I will say, “May peace be in you.”
Because of the house of the LORD our God,
I will pursue your prosperity.

Put yourself in the shoes, or sandals, of a first century Jewish pilgrim, making your way from your
hometown to Jerusalem to worship at the temple during a special holiday. It has been many
months, or maybe a year, since you were in Jerusalem last. After a long, hard trip you have arrived.
Your household makes their way up the steps of ascent. This past March, our Israel group stood on
some of the excavated steps of ascent to the temple. Unlike our uniform staircases today, these
stone steps vary in depth, some short like normal steps and others longer like mini platforms.
Many scholars believe this design was intentional, so one would not hurry up to the temple to
worship but would instead slowly ascend, step by step, preparing their heart for worship. As they
climbed, it is likely they sung the words of today’s text.
The temple sat on Mount Moriah, a symbol of God’s desire to dwell with His people. To the
Israelites, it was the meeting place of heaven and earth as they waited for the fulfillment of God’s
promise of eternal redemption and restoration. It was a symbol of hope for the day when
everyone, not just the select priests, could be in God’s presence.
Then, “The Word became flesh and dwelt among us.” (John 1:14) Jesus, God With Us, arrived and
everything changed. Through Jesus’ death and resurrection, God’s promised redemption and
restoration was made available to those who believe in Him. God now dwells in us, through the
Holy Spirit. We are still making a pilgrimage, but it is no longer to a building in Jerusalem. We
journey to the completion of God’s Kingdom, where “the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are its
temple.” (Revelation 21:22)
What will our lives sing as we take the long, hard trip to God’s completed Kingdom? How do we
daily, step by step, prepare ourselves for eternal worship in the full presence of God? What
preparation work is to be done in us as we ready ourselves for the celebration of Christmas?
As you go through this new day and prepare yourself for Christmas, take with you journey tips
from the book of Jude, “as you build yourselves up in your most holy faith, praying in the Holy
Spirit, keep yourselves in the love of God, waiting expectantly for the mercy of our Lord Jesus
Christ for eternal life. Have mercy on those who waver, save others by snatching them from the
fire; have mercy on others but with fear, hating even the garment defiled by the flesh. Now to him
who is able to protect you from stumbling and to make you stand in the presence of his glory,
without blemish and with great joy, to the only God our Savior, through Jesus Christ our Lord, be
glory, majesty, power, and authority before all time, now and forever. Amen” (Jude 20-25)

1 Peter 2:5
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WALK IN HOPE
ISAIAH 2:2-5
In the last days
the mountain of the LORD’s house will be established
at the top of the mountains
and will be raised above the hills.
All nations will stream to it,
and many peoples will come and say,
“Come, let’s go up to the mountain of the LORD,
to the house of the God of Jacob.
He will teach us about his ways
so that we may walk in his paths.”

and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem.
He will settle disputes among the nations
and provide arbitration for many peoples.
They will beat their swords into plows
and their spears into pruning knives.
Nation will not take up the sword against nation,
and they will never again train for war.
House of Jacob,
come and let’s walk in the LORD’s light.

Over the last couple of readings, we have looked at our hope ahead, God’s eternal
Kingdom—Christ’s eternal glory. Today’s passage gives us a glimpse into what God’s Kingdom
looks like: A Kingdom of peace, or perfection, where all people groups come to delight in the
Lord. One of the Hebrew words for hope in the Old Testament is the word qavah, which means to
wait. Qavah is related to the word qav, the word describing a cord. Waiting in hope is like waiting
for the tension of a pulled cord to be released. Take a moment to clinch your hands into fists,
squeezing them tight. Then, release the tension, spreading out your fingers. We wait in hope for
our full restoration in God’s perfect Kingdom. We wait in hope for the day our earthly struggle
with darkness is forever conquered.
In preparing for Christmas, we look back and celebrate the hope we have in Jesus, who provided
the way for us, humans trapped in sin, to have forgiveness and peace with God. While still living in
this broken world, we wait expectantly for our hope to come, for our struggle with the schemes of
the devil to be over, for the day when weapons of destruction and division are forever
transformed into garden tools to cultivate peace, growth, partnership, and goodness. In the
meantime, we are to live as people of hope, walking in the LORD’s light. As we walk, or run, we are
to lay aside whatever hinders us from being children of light.
It has been a challenging year. Have you spent time praying about what sins or strongholds you
may be carrying into this season? Take a moment to consider:
What feels heavy in my life?
What are my biggest challenges right now?
What consumes my thoughts?
What am I grieving?
What am I most anxious about?
What am I most afraid of?
Where am I feeling pressure to perform?
Release these things to God. Place your trust in our Eternal Hope.
“Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God, so that he may exalt you at the

proper time, casting all your cares on him, because he cares about you. Be sober-minded, be alert.
Your adversary the devil is prowling around like a roaring lion, looking for anyone he can devour.
Resist him, firm in the faith, knowing that the same kind of sufferings are being experienced by
your fellow believers throughout the world. The God of all grace, who called you to his eternal
glory in Christ, will himself restore, establish, strengthen, and support you after you have suffered
a little while. To him be dominion forever. Amen.” (1 Peter 5:6-11)
You are not alone in your struggle. You are part of a global Church, a royal priesthood. God calls
you His own. One day, together with all nations, we will be fully reunited with our Creator in a
new heaven and a new earth where will be eternally restored, established, strengthened, and
supported. The tension will forever release and we will forever dwell in God’s perfect Kingdom. As
we prepare our homes for Christmas, may we not neglect preparing our hearts to worship the
coming King today and forever.
Hebrews 12:1-2; 1 Thessalonians 5:5; 1 Peter 2:9; Revelation 21:1
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ARMOR OF HOPE
ROMANS 13:11-14
Besides this, since you know the time, it is already the hour for you to wake up from sleep,
because now our salvation is nearer than when we first believed. The night is nearly over,
and the day is near; so let us discard the deeds of darkness and put on the armor of light. Let
us walk with decency, as in the daytime: not in carousing and drunkenness; not in sexual
impurity and promiscuity; not in quarreling and jealousy. But put on the Lord Jesus Christ,
and make no provision for the flesh to gratify its desires.

This year, many people have opted to decorate their homes for Christmas extra early, as a way to
cope with these past 8 months of craziness. Everyone copes, responding to stress and
overwhelming emotions, in healthy and unhealthy ways. I believe one way the Enemy has been
spreading darkness in our world this year is by leading Christ-followers to escape their emotions
and feelings of stress by numbing out—by selling us the lie that we just need to get by. When we
believe this lie, we adopt habits of complacency. Our coping strategies will either help form us
into Christlikeness or deform us, away from Christlikeness.
In his book, For The Love Of God, D.A. Carson writes, “People do not drift toward holiness. Apart
from grace-driven effort, people do not gravitate toward godliness, prayer, obedience to
Scripture, faith, and delight in the Lord. We drift toward compromise and call it tolerance; we drift
toward disobedience and call it freedom; we drift toward superstition and call it faith. We cherish
the indiscipline of lost self-control and call it relaxation; we slouch toward prayerlessness and
delude ourselves into thinking we have escaped legalism; we slide toward godlessness and
convince ourselves we have been liberated.”
Paul makes it clear in this passage, the key to avoiding a drift toward deeds of darkness is to
intentionally arm yourself with the light of Christ. In one of his lectures, Dallas Willard once said,
“God’s grace is not opposed to effort. God’s grace is opposed to earning. Earning is an attitude.
Effort is an action.” It is through grace-driven effort we humbly put on the armor of light we need
to withstand the darkness surrounding us each day.
Only the power of Jesus outshines the darkness. Faith-rooted hope is established on the
unchanging, eternal character of God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Our hope is in the
faithfulness of God, the power of Jesus, and the comfort of the Holy Spirit—this hope is firm and
secure. If our hope is anchored to anyone or anything else, we will find ourselves adrift again and
again. In the power of Jesus alone we receive everything we need for life and godliness. As we
seek Him in faith, we are given the grace we need to add goodness, knowledge, self-control,
endurance, and love to our armor of light.

John 1:5; Hebrews 6:19; 2 Peter 1:3-7
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RESTING IN HOPE
PSALM 130
Out of the depths I call to you, Lord!
Lord, listen to my voice;
let your ears be attentive
to my cry for help.
Lord, if you kept an account of iniquities,
Lord, who could stand?
But with you there is forgiveness,
so that you may be revered.
I wait for the Lord; I wait

and put my hope in his word.
I wait for the Lord
more than watchmen for the morning—
more than watchmen for the morning.
Israel, put your hope in the Lord.
For there is faithful love with the Lord,
and with him is redemption in abundance.
And he will redeem Israel
from all its iniquities.

What do you do when you find yourself in a foreign country during a global pandemic? I am so
very grateful for the trip to Israel this past March. When you plan to travel to the Holy Land you
expect to have some “aha!” moments. I didn’t expect for one of those moments to be inside my
hotel room, however. Each morning I would wake up and immediately check my phone, knowing
that as I slept the world was changing. I would read news alerts and messages from the other
group leaders. There was so much uncertainty and I was overwhelmed. We would start the day
over a delicious Israeli breakfast while discussing what we should do—should we head to the
airport or continue on with our trip? Each day felt like it started in total chaos, but we would
continue on in faith and by lunch I would find myself entering into Sabbath rest. By about the
fourth day, I began to wake up differently. I knew the world was still in chaos, but I also knew
God’s rest was waiting for me in the middle of the chaos. There were many things out of my
control, but my hope was in God. Settling into the rhythm of Sabbath rest for the remainder of
the trip, I found myself in awe of God’s goodness again and again.
Faith-rooted hope is established on the unchanging, eternal character of God the Father, Son, and
Holy Spirit. Because He is unchanging, we can always call out to Him—in our distress, in our
worry, in our joy. Our thoughts and emotions change throughout the day, but He does not. He is
steady. His Word is truth, and we are sanctified by His truth. It is a light to our path. As we
surrender control to Him, trusting in Him as we wait, we will find rest. We have hope in His
forgiveness. We have hope in His nearness. We have hope in His faithful love. We have hope in His
abundant redemption. “Return to your rest, my soul, for the LORD has been good to you.” (Psalm
116:7) He has been good. He is good. He will always be good. This is our hope. May you take
delight in resting in the hope of God this season.
Hebrews 4:9-11; John 17:17; Psalm 119:105
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JOY
WEEK 2

JOY LEADS TO WORSHIP
M AT T H E W 2 : 1 0 - 1 1
When they saw the star, they were overwhelmed with joy. Entering the
house, they saw the child with Mary his mother, and falling to their knees,
they worshiped him. Then they openedtheir treasures and presented him
with gifts: gold, frankincense, and myrrh.

My almost two-year-old son Kainoa has a little nativity set called “The Star from Afar.” Each day, we
hide the star in a different place around the house and he has to find it and then put the three
wisemen next to it until finally, on Christmas morning, the star will be placed above the manger.
It’s been so fun for us to see his face light up each day as he looks for the star and then exclaims “I
find it!!”
I wonder what the wise men were thinking as they followed the star to Bethlehem.
Matthew 2:10 says they were “overjoyed.” I can imagine the conversations they must have had on
the long journey…disbelief that the time had actually come; wondering what Jesus would be like.
The anticipation and excitement must have grown each day as they got closer and closer to the
star. When they finally got to the house and saw Jesus with Mary, Scripture says they “bowed
down and worshiped him.” The joy they had led them to a place of humble worship.
In the same way, our joy should lead us to worship! 2020 has been a hard year. It’s easy to focus
on the negative, but let’s take a minute to think about the things we have to be joyful about. I
take great joy in knowing that Jesus reigns, even during a pandemic. Our family has had the joy of
welcoming another baby just a few months ago. I also have joy as I watch Kainoa explore and
learn about the world with such wonder.
What about you? In the midst of the hardships you have faced this year, what are some things you
are joyful about right now? Take a moment to think about them or write them down. Once you
have a list of reasons you have to be joyful, take the next several minutes to worship. (Some ideas:
physically bow down, like the wisemen did; write a letter to God in a journal; sing along to a
worship song, go outside and pray while marveling at God’s creation).
As you think about the wise men this Christmas, may their joy be a reminder for us to worship.
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THE JOY OF CHRIST
PSALM 146:5-10
Happy is the one whose help is the God of Jacob,
whose hope is in the Lord his God,
the Maker of heaven and earth,
the sea and everything in them.
He remains faithful forever,
executing justice for the exploited
and giving food to the hungry.
The Lord frees prisoners.
The Lord opens the eyes of the blind.
The Lord raises up those who are oppressed.
The Lord loves the righteous.
The Lord protects resident aliens
and helps the fatherless and the widow,
but he frustrates the ways of the wicked.
The Lord reigns forever;
Zion, your God reigns for all generations.
Hallelujah!

Through the years of working with international students, it has been a joy to see people from all
over the world come to know Jesus. As I read Psalm 146:9 “The Lord watches over the foreigner...” I
was reminded of a story.
Several years ago, a young man from the Middle East was getting his master’s degree at UH. He
talked about the restrictive government in his home country and how he was never given the
freedom to explore other religions. Just a few weeks after moving to Hawaii, he started coming to
Bible study and asking lots of questions about Jesus. A couple months later, he made the
life-changing decision to give his life to Christ! This decision did not come without risk- he knew
that if the government learned of his decision he (or his family) could be severely persecuted.
Even knowing the risk, the joy of Christ was undeniable in him. We had a private baptism for him
at UABC and I’ll never forget his smile when he came out of the water. He said he felt so different
and couldn’t get over the fact that he could have a direct, personal relationship with Jesus.
In Psalm 146 we see that God fights for the oppressed, feeds the hungry and sets prisoners free.
He lifts up the lowly and watches over the foreigner, the orphan and the widow. During Advent,
we take time to reflect and to look forward to the coming of Christ. Knowing that God takes care
of us and that He will reign forever should cause great joy!
Like my friend from the Middle East, I want to live a changed life because of the work Jesus has
done in me. Think of someone you know who radiates with the joy of Christ. Pray for that person
today and thank God for them. Let them know you are encouraged by them by writing a note or
sending a text. As you spend time with God today, read over Psalm 146 several times and write
down the things that stand out to you.
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JOYFUL TRANSFORMATION
ISAIAH 35:1-10
The wilderness and the dry land will be glad;
the desert will rejoice and blossom like a
wildflower.
It will blossom abundantly
and will also rejoice with joy and singing.
The glory of Lebanon will be given to it,
the splendor of Carmel and Sharon.
They will see the glory of the Lord,
the splendor of our God.
Strengthen the weak hands,
steady the shaking knees!
Say to the cowardly:
“Be strong; do not fear!
Here is your God; vengeance is coming.
God’s retribution is coming; he will save you.”
Then the eyes of the blind will be opened,
and the ears of the deaf unstopped.
Then the lame will leap like a deer,
and the tongue of the mute will sing for joy,
for water will gush in the wilderness,

and streams in the desert;
the parched ground will become a pool,
and the thirsty land, springs.
In the haunt of jackals, in their lairs,
there will be grass, reeds, and papyrus.
A road will be there and a way;
it will be called the Holy Way.
The unclean will not travel on it,
but it will be for the one who walks the path.
Fools will not wander on it.
There will be no lion there,
and no vicious beast will go up on it;
they will not be found there.
But the redeemed will walk on it,
and the ransomed of the Lord will return
and come to Zion with singing,
crowned with unending joy.
Joy and gladness will overtake them,
and sorrow and sighing will flee.

A few days ago our family was taking the scenic drive along the East side of the island. The stretch
from Hanauma Bay to Makapuu takes my breath away every single time. As we were driving, we
were listening to a worship album and the song “Great Are You Lord” happened to be playing
right as we rounded the curve past Hanauma Bay and saw the magnificent blue waters crashing
against the cliffs. The bridge says “All the earth will shout your praise, our hearts will cry these
bones will sing ‘Great are You Lord!’” As we sang along while admiring God’s beautiful creation, I
was in awe of how even the oceans and mountains praise the Lord.
It’s incredible to think that the beautiful waves crashing in Hanauma Bay are in the very place that
a fiery volcanic eruption once took place. This passage in Isaiah says that even the desert and
wilderness will rejoice and blossom. Even the most dry and desolate places will burst into bloom
and “shout for joy.” (v.2)
I love this picture of God’s transforming power- to take something dry and desolate and make it
beautiful. Verses 3-7 go on to give examples of God’s radical transformation. He makes feeble
hands steady, those who fear will not be afraid, the eyes of the blind will see, the deaf will hear,
the lame will leap, the mute will speak, the dry ground will bubble with water.
Transformation leads to joyful celebration. How has God transformed you or someone you know?
Where do you see evidence of God’s transformation? If you have time this week, I encourage you
to go on a scenic drive somewhere on the island. Play worship music, roll the windows down, and
take a moment to notice the way that creation
rejoices and invites us to do the same.
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JOY FOR ALL
LUKE 2:8-14
In the same region, shepherds were staying out in the fields and keeping watch at night
over their flock. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord
shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, “Don’t be
afraid, for look, I proclaim to you good news of great joy that will be for all the people:
Today in the city of David a Savior was born for you, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This
will be the sign for you: You will find a baby wrapped tightly in cloth and lying in a
manger.”
Suddenly there was a multitude of the heavenly host with the angel, praising God and
saying:
Glory to God in the highest heaven,
and peace on earth to people he favors!

Growing up, one of our family traditions on Christmas Eve was to sit on the floor of the living
read through Luke’s account of the Christmas story. We’d turn out all of the lights except one
candle, which shone through a globe with the town of Bethlehem painted on it.
My dad always focused on the passage about the shepherd’s encounter with the angel because
it says so much about how the Gospel is for all people. To think that shepherds (lowly, dirty,
young men) were the first to meet Jesus is incredible! All throughout Scripture we see examples
of Jesus coming for everyone from the lowest in society to the highest.
When the angel appeared to the shepherds that night, they must have been so afraid and
confused. “Why would this angel come to us?” they might have wondered. The angel said, “Do
not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the people.” Perhaps the
angel first appeared to the shepherds to prove that this Messiah really was for all people. This
was not dependent on their wealth or health or social status…it was simply because God
created and loves each one of us.
The joy of the Lord isn’t something to be earned through anything we can do. Even when we feel
unworthy- the joy of knowing Jesus is simply a gift to be accepted. As you pray today, thank God
for the joy we all get to experience through knowing Him! Pray that God will bring to mind
someone who does not yet know Jesus and look for opportunities to share that joy with them.
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“JOY TO THE WORLD”
PSALM 96:11-12
Let the heavens be glad and the earth rejoice;
let the sea and all that fills it resound.
Let the fields and everything in them celebrate.
Then all the trees of the forest will shout for joy
PSALM 98
Sing a new song to the Lord,
for he has performed wonders;
his right hand and holy arm
have won him victory.
The Lord has made his victory known;
he has revealed his righteousness
in the sight of the nations.
He has remembered his love
and faithfulness to the house of Israel;
all the ends of the earth
have seen our God’s victory.
Let the whole earth shout to the Lord;
be jubilant, shout for joy, and sing.

Sing to the Lord with the lyre,
with the lyre and melodious song.
With trumpets and the blast of the ram’s horn
shout triumphantly
in the presence of the Lord, our King.
Let the sea and all that fills it,
the world and those who live in it, resound.
Let the rivers clap their hands;
let the mountains shout together for joy
before the Lord,
for he is coming to judge the earth.
He will judge the world righteously
and the peoples fairly.

One of my favorite things about the Christmas season is singing Christmas carols. Some of you
probably hold to the rule that you don’t listen to Christmas music until after Thanksgiving, but as
soon as November rolls around each year I can’t help but listen to my Christmas playlists! There’s
something about it that just gets me in the holiday spirit and makes me so excited.
On Sunday we will sing one of the most popular Christmas carols of all time, “Joy to the World.”
The song was first published in 1719 and was written by the English writer Isaac Watts. He based
the lyrics off of Psalm 98, Psalm 96:11-12 and Genesis 3:17-18. The verses each tell of things we
have to be joyful about. First, we are joyful because the Lord is come! We remember the long
awaited and prophesied birth of Jesus and the joy that He brought into the world. Next, we are
joyful because the Savior reigns. Even the earth repeats the sounding joy! Verse three dives into
the joy of knowing that our sins and sorrows no longer grow because Christ has come to give us
freedom. Finally, we are joyful because Jesus rules the world with truth and grace and the whole
world will one day prove the wonders of His love.
As you prepare for worship, I encourage you to meditate on the lyrics to this song and read the
Psalms it was written from (Psalm 98 and 96:11-12). Take a moment to pause and thank God for
sending Jesus and for the joy we have through knowing Him.
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FAITH
WEEK 3

NEVER-CEASING FAITHFULNESS
ISAIAH 40:3-5
A voice of one crying out:
Prepare the way of the Lord in the wilderness;
make a straight highway for our God in the desert.
Every valley will be lifted up,
and every mountain and hill will be leveled;
the uneven ground will become smooth
and the rough places, a plain.
And the glory of the Lord will appear,
and all humanity together will see it,
for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.

Have you ever heard God speak to you? Whatever your beliefs are on how we currently hear from
God, one thing we can all agree upon is that God still speaks into our lives generally as well as
specifically in our very personal and active relationship with Him. Isaiah and other Biblical
prophets were messengers who heard directly from God and conveyed it to the people. May God
help us be open, humble, and intentional to be listening for His Words and direction or correction.
One thing that is clear and constantly demonstrated in Scripture is that God neverabandons His
people. Even when times are difficult, we know God is faithful and loves us. In this passage God’s
people were wandering in the wilderness again after leaving Babylonian captivity, just as they
were after Egyptian captivity, and just as we all are in our own ways in this difficult life in our
currently sinful world. But we should be comforted that however long or difficult times may be,
God will let nothing stand in the way of His plans, nor is it even possible for anything to block
them and His final will. And we can all have faith that God wants to help us prepare ourselves,
both in our physical lives as well as spiritual, for the “way of the Lord” and what that specifically
looks like for each of us. Eventually many people in the Old Testament period got to see God’s
glory revealed in Christ Jesus, and we look forward to the glorious day when we will all enter into
God’s eternal presence in Heaven.
When Isaiah says “for the mouth of the Lord has spoken”, it’s hard not to remember Jesus’ words
“truly truly I say to you…” There will never be a time where God will cease to exist, cease to love
us, cease to speak into our lives, or cease to be faithful.

B r e n t Yo u n g , A s s o c i a t e Pa s t o r o f S t u d e n t s + O u t r e a c h

ALL PRAISE TO GOD
PSALM 72:18
Praise be to the LORD God, the God of Israel, who alone does marvelous deeds.

The Israelites were surrounded by a world that through time drifted away from their true creator
and created and believed in many different gods. But the only one true God always preserved at
least a remnant of His followers to be a light to the rest of the world. We saw this with Noah as
well as Abraham’s decedents who would be the people of Israel who God would use to continue
to reveal Himself to the world. And the church today is the expanded new Israel.
All praise can and should be given to God, not simply because it is demanded or asked of us by
some powerful higher being, but because of who He is and has always demonstrated to His
creation. We base it on the results of His good actions, His “marvelous deeds”, that are evidenced
through all of time and creation. When we take the time to look back at all the good things He’s
done, we can’t help but be grateful. And God delights in His creation praising Him, and sharing
about His goodness with the world around us.
This verse is echoed by John the Baptist’s father Zechariah when he said in Luke 1:68: “Blessed be
the Lord God of Israel, for He has visited us and accomplished redemption for His people, and
has raised up a horn of salvation for us in the house of David His servant”. Of all the deeds of
God, there is perhaps none greater than the eternal redemption that was provided through the
life, death, burial, and resurrection of His person in the Son who provided our salvation. And in
that we should not stop praising God for such an immeasurable and undeserved gift.
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FAITH IN GOD’S STORY
ISAIAH 11:1-10
Then a shoot will grow from the stump of Jesse,
and a branch from his roots will bear fruit.
The Spirit of the Lord will rest on him—
a Spirit of wisdom and understanding,
a Spirit of counsel and strength,
a Spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the Lord.
His delight will be in the fear of the Lord.
He will not judge
by what he sees with his eyes,
he will not execute justice
by what he hears with his ears,
but he will judge the poor righteously
and execute justice for the oppressed of the land.
He will strike the land
with a scepter[a] from his mouth,
and he will kill the wicked
with a command[b] from his lips.
Righteousness will be a belt around his hips;
faithfulness will be a belt around his waist.

The wolf will dwell with the lamb,
and the leopard will lie down with the goat.
The calf, the young lion, and the fattened calf will
be together,
and a child will lead them.
The cow and the bear will graze,
their young ones will lie down together,
and the lion will eat straw like cattle.
An infant will play beside the cobra’s pit,
and a toddler will put his hand into a snake’s den.
They will not harm or destroy each other
on my entire holy mountain,
for the land will be as full
of the knowledge of the Lord
as the sea is filled with water.
On that day the root of Jesse
will stand as a banner for the peoples.
The nations will look to him for guidance,
and his resting place will be glorious.

We can have faith in God’s big picture and His-story that has past as will come to pass. We don’t
have to worry about the conclusion of this story, since we know that God created the world with
a purpose and has not forgotten His benevolent and perfect plans. Despite God’s people often
losing sight of Him, His people being trimmed down and persecuted through time, and even
when things seem bleak, God’s people will always remain and be victorious in the end.
Unlike any king in history, God will provide our Messianic King who will return and rule perfectly.
He will be a new kind of king, from the line of Jesse, who was King David’s father, and the
ancestor of King Jesus. He will possess three main attributes that will enable Him to rule in a just,
effective, and perfect manner. He will be wise, an able counselor, and loyal to God. We can long
for the omniscient and omnipotent rule that will never fail us.
The second half of this passage paints such a utopian and exciting picture that we all long for as
we continue towards the last things in world history. As we anticipate Jesus Messiah’s return, to
usher in the end times, we long for the return of things to their initially created state that God
said was “good”, before sin entered and began to corrupt and distort everything. We have faith
that God will return things to state where we will not have to fear anything. The most vulnerable
young animals and children will be forever safe from the most vicious and dangerous things in
the current world. All will be “glorious” and we will live in this new Kingdom of God forever.
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EMBRACING THE UNEXPECTED
LUKE 1:26-38
In the sixth month, the angel Gabriel was sent by God
to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin
engaged to a man named Joseph, of the house of
David. The virgin’s name was Mary. And the angel
came to her and said, “Greetings, favored woman! The
Lord is with you.” But she was deeply troubled by this
statement, wondering what kind of greeting this could
be. Then the angel told her, “Do not be afraid, Mary,
for you have found favor with God. Now listen: You will
conceive and give birth to a son, and you will name
him Jesus. He will be great and will be called the Son
of the Most High, and the Lord God will give him the
throne of his father David. He will reign over the house
of Jacob forever, and his kingdom will have no end.”

Mary asked the angel, “How can this be, since I
have not had sexual relations with a man?”
The angel replied to her, “The Holy Spirit will
come upon you, and the power of the Most High
will overshadow you. Therefore, the holy one to
be born will be called the Son of God. And
consider your relative Elizabeth—even she has
conceived a son in her old age, and this is the
sixth month for her who was called childless. For
nothing will be impossible with God.”
“See, I am the Lord’s servant,” said Mary. “May it
happen to me as you have said.” Then the angel
left her.

Embracing the unexpected. Life is full of surprises, both welcomed and unwelcomed. It’s easy for
us to trust and praise God when these are what we are hoping for, like Elizabeth finally and
miraculously becoming pregnant in her old age. She is easily able to thank God for taking away
“my disgrace among the people”, not to mention the devastating pains that accompanies
infertility that so many women face. But what about times when we are not hoping for the
surprise that comes our way? Like Mary being told that she would also become pregnant, but in
her case as an unmarried virgin. The confusing and significantly troubling results were many from
within as well as all around her. But God chose Mary for a reason, and although she wasn’t perfect
by any means, she was extremely faithful to God.
Mary’s end reaction to the angel Gabriel’s shocking news was demonstrative of this faith, as she
said “I am the Lord’s servant”, or more accurately “slave”. She trusted God and knew that this must
be part of His plan. She may have recalled Isaiah 7:14 “Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a
sign: Behold, a virgin will be with child and bear a son, and she will call His name Immanuel.” Or
she understood the powerful words that her baby would be the ‘Son of God”, the one and only
prophesied Messiah that the Holy Spirit would miraculously have her conceive. Or she was
comforted by the words of Gabriel “For no word from God will ever fail.”
We can all remember her humble example of faith when unwelcomed unexpected things
happen.
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TRUST AND OBEY
HEBREWS 11:1-3
Now faith is the reality of what is hoped for, the proof of what is not seen. For by this
our ancestors were approved. By faith we understand that the universe was created by
the word of God, so that what is seen was made from things that are not visible.

Most of us can only imagine but will never really know how difficult it would be to live without
the precious, essential, and often taken for granted ability of sight. Without seeing things we can
utilize our other senses, but largely lack a simple assurance that sight immediately provides and
validates, thus the idiom seeing is believing. For many of us to completely believe in something
we cannot see is beyond our human abilities and is only possible with God’s help.
God is calling us to continuously develop our levels of faith and trust in Him, and to do so often
without being able to actually see Jesus with our own eyes and hear Him speak. Jesus said to
Thomas in John 20:29 “Because you have seen me, you have believed; blessed are those who have
not seen and yet have believed.” And that’s all of us now, since Jesus has left Earth and returned
to Heaven, and has not yet returned. But thankfully we have His Word that was written under His
inspiration and sovereignty, and kept for us to always have and see with our own eyes.
The “ancients” that are commended in the following verses in the Hebrews 11 list,
often had to take seemingly-blind steps of faith in what God asked of them. But their trust was
not foolish, ignorant, or blindly following, it was because they knew the one leading was faithful.
In the same way we can ask God to help us have the faith to confidently trust and obey His
direction in our lives, even and especially when we cannot see the short-term outcomes.
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LOVE
WEEK 4

PRAISE HIM ALL CREATURES
PSALM 136:1
Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good.
His faithful love endures forever.

I read the story of a little 5-year-old girl who attended her church pre-school. Each day before the
kids were dismissed; the teacher would lead the class in singing the Doxology. This little girl loved
to sing this beautiful song. But is often the case with little ones, she used her own lyrics, “Praise
God from whom all blessings flow. Praise Him all creatures, here we go!” I love her creativeness.
This week, we focus our hearts on God’s love in the sending and appearing of Christ Jesus. God’s
love displayed in the sending of Jesus is one of the great truths and doctrines we celebrate during
advent. Psalm 136:1 remind us that our God, YHWH, is the exact representation and expression of
covenant faithfulness and love. Therefore we should give thanks to God for this marvelous and
extravagant love.
First, notice that His love is “faithful.” The faithfulness of God defined as the doctrine that God will
always do what He has said and fulfills what He has promised. It is God’s guarantee of goodness in
Psalm 136, and His guarantee of forgiveness for those who call on Him in Psalm 86:5. The Advent
season directs our hearts to understand and experience that God’s guarantee of goodness and
forgiveness is completely fulfilled in Jesus Christ.
Second, notice the thrust behind His goodness and forgiveness is His love. This love references
God’s covenant faithfulness to His people. It speaks of God’s loyalty to Israel, and now to those
who call on Jesus Christ as Lord, the Church. There is no place in time before or after, where God
displayed His love than at the Cross. Let us give thanks and praise our God this Advent season for
the covenant faithfulness of our God…and yes… Praise Him all creatures, HERE WE GO!

Dr. Chris Irving, Pastor

CELEBRATE GOD’S LOVE
JOHN 3:16
For God loved the world in this way: He gave his one and only Son, so that everyone
who believes in him will not perish but have eternal life.

In just a few more days, children all over the world will open gifts that will certainly be brand new
on many levels. New technology with new designs, or the latest new superhero will rule the day
and suddenly the toys from last year are no more. Some toys will become junk.
I read a story recently about a man named Billy Taylor. Billy is a junkyard specialist. He goes to
junkyards to find stuff that other folks have thrown away, discarded, and considered broken or
worthless. Billy Taylor brings it back to his garage and turns the junk into contemporary art
pieces, which he then sells for upwards of five thousand dollars a piece. He goes and finds junk
that is worthless in everybody else’s eyes and then turns it into a masterpiece. When Billy Taylor
looks at the junk, he sees more than meets the eye. He sees a masterpiece in the making. He takes
things that are worthless and makes them into something beautiful.
Is that not what God did by sending Jesus into the world so that if we believe in Him, we perish
not, but gain eternal life? Isn’t that the Good Shepherd looking for the lost sheep? You might feel
worthless at times, or even before you met Jesus, but once you meet Him, even if you were in the
junkyard of life, He’s able to go into that yard, save you, and turn you into a valuable masterpiece.
Have you opened the gift of faith in Jesus Christ? The gift that takes our junk and makes it into
treasure? Celebrate God’s love today by thanking Him for sending Jesus to save us from our junk
filled sinful selves and creating us, in Christ, to be His masterpiece. Ephesians 2:10 says, “For we
are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared ahead of time
for us to do.”

Dr. Chris Irving, Pastor

BECAUSE OF GOD’S GREAT LOVE
EPHESIANS 2:4-5
But God, who is rich in mercy, because of his great love that he had for us, made us alive
with Christ even though we were dead in trespasses. You are saved by grace!

I remember one of the coolest gifts I received as a kid was my remote-control dirt car. It was
jet-black with yellow, blue, and white racing stripes. The wide back tires could kick up dirt in the
competitions face. I’m certain it could have jumped the Grand Canyon if it had been a part of the
racetrack. Ok…I’m exaggerating quite a bit, but it was a great gift. My son’s 7th birthday was a
great day for him as he received his very first remote-control car. My experience, and his experience were quite similar in the fact that neither of our cars worked right out of the box, and
neither one of us could figure out why. Questions raced through our minds just as fast as the car
was supposed to run, but with few solutions we were left with the thoughts of what could have
been.
But then…the solution presented itself when someone else stepped in and offered us power. For
me, it was my dad, and for Ben it was me. Once the car received the battery pack, fully charged
and properly inserted, there was no stopping in sight. That story reminds me of our verse today.
We all are in desperate need of life-change because sin took control of our lives. In fact, you will
remember that Paul says we were “dead in our trespasses and sins.” Just like that remote-control
car without batteries, without God’s loving intervention, we are powerless, lifeless. But because of
God’s great (BIG, HUGE, THE BIGGEST IN THE UNIVERSE EVER) love, He provided the way for us to
come to life. Not because of who we are, or where we are from, or anything that might find merit
before Him, but simply by His mercy and grace.
We might have questions about this Christmas and Advent season, and about how this 2020
season is different because of COVID, but even if COVID wasn’t a thing, you’d still need the love of
God to bring you life through His love. Do you know the love of God today through the person of
Jesus Christ? Is He your source of power filling you with His offering of abundant life?

Dr. Chris Irving, Pastor

GOD WITH US
ISAIAH 7:14
Therefore, the Lord himself will give you a sign: See, the virgin will conceive, have a son,
and name him Immanuel.

“Don’t be afraid, for look, I proclaim to you good news of great joy that will be for all the people:
11 Today in the city of David a Savior was born for you, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will
be the sign for you: You will find a baby wrapped tightly in cloth and lying in a manger.” Luke
2:10-12
Our family has experienced many firsts since we arrived on island. One of those is the arrival of
very dear friends and family from Texas. It was not so strange to us back on the mainland to have
people come to us traveling in a car, but it was a very rare occasion to travel to the airport to pick
up someone special. The anticipation of their arrival just about drove the kids crazy! Waiting to
hear the arrival announcement only stirred up more impatience and anticipation.
You see, God made a promise in Isaiah 7 that the virgin would conceive, and the special child’s
name would be Immanuel which means “God with us.” Matthew’s Gospel quotes Isaiah 7:14 as a
part of the angel’s message to Joseph. But in Luke 2, the story of the shepherds is captured. You
know the story well I’m sure, the heavenly messenger announces the arrival of the Christ child to
these lowly shepherds out tending their sheep. This good news of great joy was truly life changing. The people of God waited for generations the announcement of the arrival of the Messiah.
On this night, the shepherds had a front row seat to the arrival of God’s amazing unending
love…in the form of a baby named Jesus, God with us had arrived.
Pray today that you can experience a refreshing arrival of God’s amazing unending love this
advent season.

Dr. Chris Irving, Pastor

HIS LOVE IS AN INVITATION
1 JOHN 4:7, 19
Dear friends, let us love one another, because love is from God, and everyone who loves
has been born of God and knows God...We love because he first loved us.
JUDE 21
keep yourselves in the love of God, waiting expectantly for the mercy of our Lord Jesus
Christ for eternal life.

I vividly remember the time I discovered what fun can be had with a magnifying glass, sunlight,
and dried leaves and sticks. When you have a magnifying glass and hold it up to focus sunlight on
a dried leaf, or dry piece of wood, it won’t take long until you set the leaf or piece of wood on fire.
Charles Spurgeon asked this question, “Now, while you see the wood burning to ashes, will you
tell me what it is that burns? Does the heat of the sun burn the wood or does the wood burn? The
heat that you feel while the wood is burning, is it due to the sun or the wood? Of course, at first
the fire is purely and simply the flame of the sun, but afterwards the wood itself begins to burn;
the sun burns the wood and then the wood itself burns.”
The challenge of this last week of Advent is to figure out what do we do with the love God has
miraculously lavished upon us? The love of God is clearly displayed in the sending of Jesus, it is
through Jesus the love of God comes into our hearts and our lives. Through the life-changing love
and grace of God, our hearts must display this love. One of the greatest commands God gave is
the calling to love one-another as He loves. We follow Jesus and love Jesus because He first loved
us and gave Himself for us. As we follow Jesus, we are called to love BIG like Jesus. That love of
God sparks the fire that burns in our hearts. Not only does that keep our hearts set a blaze for
Christ, but it also keeps us in the love of God. Finally, as we grow in that love, our expectation of
His second appearing grows exponentially. Pray and ask God to give you the opportunity to love
one another as He first loved you and sent Jesus as the proof of that love. His love is an invitation.

Dr. Chris Irving, Pastor

ADORATION
COMPLETE ADORATION
JOHN 1:14
The Word became flesh and dwelt among us. We observed his glory, the
glory as the one and only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.

O come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord. Jesus Christ, The Word, became flesh and made His
dwelling among us.
The Word who was in the beginning with God, the Word who was God himself. The Word who
spoke into the darkness and created the light, who hovered over the surface of the deep. The
Word, whose sanctuary is strength and glory, who inspires the trees of the field to clap their
hands, the heavens to rejoice, and the earth to be glad. The Word, the Truth who sanctifies me and
sanctifies you. The Word.
For unto us a child is born - a newborn baby lying in a manger, a child teaching in the temple, a
man healing the sick, raising the dead, crying in the garden, walking out of the tomb, fully alive.
Unto us a son is given. The Son of God, the blessed hope, our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ,
wrapped in flesh. The Word became flesh.
Reigning not just on His own heavenly throne, but on the throne of David, here on earth. The
government upon his shoulders, its greatness knowing no end. Establishing and upholding his
kingdom with justice and righteousness, because of the zeal of the Lord Almighty, not just now
but forever. The word became flesh and made his dwelling.
But do not be afraid. Go and see this thing that has happened, that the Lord has told us about.
The Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace has come to be with us.
The heavens rejoice and the earth is glad that He is here, dwelling with us. Glory to God in the
highest heaven, and on earth, with us, peace to those on whom his favor rests.
The Word became flesh and made His dwelling among us.
The only right response to God’s wrapping himself in flesh and coming to live with us, is complete
adoration. Once He opens our eyes to see the deep, wide, long love that reached down to rescue
us in our greatest need, we can’t help but respond in adoration. The pure and holy Word became
like us and lived among us so that he could pay the price of our sin for us. O come, let us adore
Him, Christ the Lord.
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