APRIL MEMORY VERSE

KIDS’ CLUB SUNDAY SNAPSHOT

1 John 4:9
This is how God showed his love
among us: He sent his one and
only Son into the world that we
might live through him.

LOWER ELEMENTARY
WHAT WE LEARNED THIS WEEK

GOD REDEEMS
Parables of the Lost Coin, Lost Sheep, & Prodigal Son
Luke 15:1–32

PARENT DEVOTIONAL
Luke 14:12–24

God rejoices when the lost are found. All of heaven rejoices because God redeems these found ones. In Luke
15, Jesus illustrates this point with three parables describing three situations--the lost sheep, the lost coin, and
the lost son. The chapter begins by describing how the religious leaders grumbled about Jesus eating with tax
collectors and sinners. It then says, "Then Jesus told them this parable" (v. 3).
According to rabbinic scholar Jacob Neusner, of the 341 rulings of rabbinic tradition the Pharisees followed,
229 were related to "table fellowship." The Pharisees were fanatical about this issue. And the early church
struggled with this issue (in the context of including Gentiles in the body of Christ) more than they struggled
with anything else.
The Jewish Christian converts felt incredible pressure to stay faithful to the Jewish Law and their heritage.
They felt the mandate to stay separate and distinct from the world more keenly in the realm of table
fellowship and "breaking bread" with others than just about anywhere else. Sharing a table with others made
a statement about your approval of them. Remaining separate from the unclean described much of how
Jews operated in the ancient world. After much debate, this issue was eventually resolved for the early
church by the council in Jerusalem (Acts 15).
Through these three stories, Jesus taught about God's heart toward those who are lost and found. The Pharisees focused so much on the letter of the Law that they needed correction from Jesus about the spirit of the
Law. They had also lost sight of how a faith community operates. Through both Jesus' actions of sharing
"table fellowship" with the lost, as well as telling these three parables, He taught that God loves the lost and He
is redeemer.
Jesus commanded His disciples to see the lost as a harvest field: Then he said to his disciples, "The harvest is
plentiful but the workers are few. Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest
field" (Matthew 9:37-38). One way we can do this is by going on local and global mission trips. Another way is
simply by developing relationships with people we know who have walked away from God or don't know Him
yet. If someone comes to mind as you read this, pray for her. If you feel led, send a note to encourage her
and communicate God's love for her. Sometimes the simplest gestures can speak volumes to a lonely heart.
Let's pray that God would help us seek all those who are far from Him and, in the power of His love, help bring
them into the fold of the faith community.

GOD REDEEMS
Luke 15:1–32

DID YOU KNOW

• People who don’t know Jesus are sometimes referred to as “lost.”
• The parables of the lost sheep, lost coin, and lost son relate to God’s heart for the lost.
• Jesus’ words reminded the Pharisees that they spent so much time worrying about the letter
of the Law that they often forgot about the spirit of the Law.
• Through these stories God also reminds us that like the Pharisees, we need to examine our
own hearts for the lost.

CONNECT AS A FAMILY

Play the following game as a family. Allow one person to close her eyes and count to 10. Have
another player hide a coin in his fist and put his hands on the table. The other players will also
make a fist and put their hands on the table. The “counter” will then try to guess who holds the
coin. Read Luke 15:1–32. Explain that people who don’t believe in Jesus are sometimes
described as being lost. God rejoices when lost people believe in His Son Jesus and find their
way back into relationship with Him. Pray, thanking God for his great love for us.
After reading the Scripture passage, discuss these questions together:
• In each of the stories that Jesus told, what happened so the lost thing (or person) became
found?
• Why do you think the shepherd’s, the woman’s, and the father’s friends all celebrated with
them?
• How does God want the faith community to treat lost people?
These questions can easily extend into the rest of the week. Look for opportunities to bring
conversations about how God redeems us into your everyday life as a family.

BLESSING

Blessings are often used in the Bible. A blessing can be a prayer of commission, a portion of
Scripture, or words to encourage and guide.
A blessing to pray over your child:
(Child’s name), may you have God’s heart for the lost. May you remember that God loves you
and redeems you!

MINUTE WITH GOD: GOD FORGIVES

Below are quick devotions your family can use to read, discuss, and
pray God’s Word together this week!

APRIL 18

Psalm 32:5
Then I acknowledged my sin to you and did not conceal
my iniquity. I said, “I will confess my transgressions to
the Lord,” and you forgave the guilt of my sin.
--Is it easy or hard for you to confess your sin, and why?
--Thank God that He takes away our sin and guilt when
we confess our sin to Him..

APRIL 19

APRIL 22

James 5:16
Therefore confess your sins to one another and pray
for one another, so that you may be healed. The
prayer of a righteous person is very powerful in its
effect.
--What change can you make so you can have more
time to pray for others?
--Ask God to help you order your time so that you can
pray more for others.

APRIL 23

Luke 17:3-4
Be on your guard. If your brother sins, rebuke him, and
if he repents, forgive him. And if he sins against you
seven times in a day, and comes back to you seven
times, saying, ‘I repent,’ you must forgive him.”
--Tell about a person you know who forgave someone
who hurt them.
--Ask God to make you a good forgiver, like He is.

Matthew 6:14-15
For if you forgive otheres their offenses, your heavenly
Father will forgive you as well. But if you don’t forgive
others, your Father will not forgive your offenses.
--Why is a forgiving heart toward others so vital to our
forgiveness from God?
--Ask God to help you have a forgiving heart like He has.

APRIL 20

APRIL 24

Mark 11:25
And whenever you stand praying, if you have
any- thing against anyone, forgive him, so that your
Father in heaven will also forgive you your wrongdoing.
--What is the authority God has given to all believers in
this verse?
--Thank God for the authority He gives you to do His
work and His will.

APRIL 21

Proverbs 17:9
Whoever conceals an offense promotes love, but
whoever gossips about it separates friends.
--Do you conceal offenses or gossip about them?
--Thank God that He loves to conceal offenses with
forgiveness.

Ephesians 4:32
And be kind and compassion- ate to one another,
forgiving one another, just as God also forgave you in
Christ. What makes you lose your passion for pressing
on to know the Lord?
--Who do you know who forgives easily and freely like
God does?
--Ask God to grow your kindness and compassion toward
others, like He has shown you.

APRIL 25

Psalm 1:1-2
How happy is the one who does not walk in the advice
of the wicked or stand in the pathway with sinners or
sit in the company of mockers! Instead, his delight is in
the Lord’s instruction, and he meditates on it day and
night.
--How well do you delight in the Lord’s instruction?
--Ask God to help you delight in His Word and to meditate on it more.

Tentative Summer 2021 Calendar

9 AM - Moms’ Group

6 PM - Family Worship Night

6 PM - Girls’ Night In

6:30 PM - Preteen Group

4:30 PM - Family ChurchNic

9 AM - KIDtern Week

