
KIDS’ CLUB SUNDAY SNAPSHOT

LOWER ELEMENTARY 
God Is the Everlasting Father

PARENT DEVOTIONAL
Acts 11:19-29; 14-15

The book of Acts takes us through a variety of places in Israel and the nearby Greek world. As the message 
of Jesus begins to spread outside of Jerusalem, the apostles travel to new places to make the gospel known 
to both Jews and Gentiles. In Acts 11, Barnabas heads to Antioch after persecution in Jerusalem forces the 
followers of Jesus to flee. Antioch, located north of Israel in modern-day Turkey, was a major urban center 
during the first century. It was the third-largest city in the Roman Empire after Rome and Alexandria. It was 
also a major center of trade due to its port on the eastern side of the Orontes River. Of Antioch's half-million 
inhabitants, Jews made up about one-seventh of the population, making it a good spot for the apostles to 
begin sharing the good news about Jesus, first with the Jews in the city and then with the Gentiles. In Antioch 
the believers are first called Christians, the term's su�ix suggesting the meaning "followers of Christ." In a 
sense, Antioch becomes Paul's home base, as he returns there after his first two missionary journeys. In Acts 
14, Paul and Barnabas have moved on to Lystra, where, because of a miracle they perform, they're mistaken 
for Zeus and Hermes by the locals. The people there believed that both of these gods had visited a nearby 
farm a few centuries before but had been mostly ignored by the people. The residents of Lystra are deter-
mined not to make that mistake again, which is why Barnabas and Paul find the people eager to worship 
them. But the apostles quickly redirect their zeal, pointing out that the one true God, the Everlasting Father, 
has always provided for the people of Lystra.

The Bible tells us that from everlasting to everlasting, He is God (Psalm 90:2). The concept of someone being 
eternal or everlasting is di�icult for us to comprehend. It's also a comfort to know that our God--our 
Father--has always been and will always be. "He is before all things, and in Him all things hold together" 
(Colossians 1:17). Take a moment to reflect on our Father as the One who is everlasting. What does this tell you 
about His power and knowledge?

The Bible also tells us that God is our Father. Depending on how we grew up, this could bring up a variety of 
emotions as we remember someone who might have been loving, harsh, distant, or hardworking. However, 
God as our Father is the perfect representation of what a Father should be. He is kind. He disciplines us for 
our well-being. He provides, even for those who don't know Him, Barnabas and Paul share (vv. 15-17). Take a 
minute to reflect on what feelings well up in you as you process God as Father. Focus on replacing any nega-
tive images of a father with how the Scripture describes God's role as Father. Consider reading Hosea 11:1-4 
for some beautiful images of God's fatherhood.

God is our Everlasting Father. As you prepare to lead your children this week, consider what their experiences 
might be with their fathers. Pray that God softens their hearts and helps them understand our good God as a 
loving Everlasting Father.

MEMORY VERSE

ACTS 1:8
But you will receive power when the 
Holy Spirit comes on you; and you 
will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, 

and in all Judea and Samaria, and to 
the ends of the earth.”



The Lord Who Heals
Acts 9:36–42

DID YOU KNOW
• Barnabas and Paul were the first global missionaries, spreading God’s Word for hundreds of 
miles on foot! 

• Acts 11:26 tells us that during this first missionary journey, when Paul and Barnabas were in 
Antioch, believers were first referred to as Christians. 

• Barnabas and Paul worked as a team and used their unique gifts to reach both the Jews and 
the Gentiles with the good news of Jesus. 

• Paul and Barnabas continued to tell others about Jesus Christ even though they experienced 
opposition. 

CONNECT AS A FAMILY
As you read this part of The Big God Story, use a map (found in the back of your Bible or 
online) to show your children the various places that are mentioned in the passage. Read Acts 
14—15 and retrace the steps that Paul and Barnabas took while sharing Jesus with those around 
them. 

After reading the Scripture passage, discuss these questions together:

• If you could take a missionary journey anywhere in the world, where would you go? Why? 
• Do we know any people who don’t know Jesus? Who are they? 
• How might we share the good news of Jesus with those people? 

These questions can easily extend into the rest of the week. Look for opportunities to bring 
conversations about how God is the Everlasting Father into your everyday life as a family. 

BLESSING
Blessings are often used in the Bible. A blessing can be a prayer of commission, a portion of 
Scripture, or words to encourage and guide.

A blessing to pray over your child:
(Child’s name), may you know God as your everlasting Father. May you rest in His care and 
unfailing love.



WEDNESDAY, JUNE 23
9 AM-10:30 AM
Moms’ Group 

6:15 PM-7:30 PM
Family ChurchNik

THURSDAY, JUNE 24
6:30 PM-8 PM
Preteen Group

FRIDAY, JUNE 25
6 PM- 10 PM
Girls‘ Night

WEDNESDAY, JULY 7
9 AM-10:30 AM
Moms’ Group 

6:15 PM-7:30 PM
Family ChurchNik

THURSDAY, JULY 8
6:30 PM-8 PM
Preteen Group

FRIDAY, JULY 9
6 PM-8 PM
Olivet Baptist
Youth Night
 
SATURDAY, JULY 10
9 AM-12 PM
Saturday Tryouts 

SUNDAY, JULY 11
4:30 PM-Sunset
Family BeachNik

WEDNESDAY, JULY 14
9 AM-10:30 AM
Moms’ Group 

UPDATED

SUNDAY, JUNE 27
4:30 PM-Sunset
Family BeachNik

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 30
9 AM-10:30 AM
Moms’ Group 

THURSDAY, JULY 1
6:30 PM-8 PM
Preteen Group

FRIDAY, JULY 2
6 PM-8 PM
Parent’s Night Out



MINUTE WITH GOD: GOD DELIGHTS
Below are quick devotions your family can use to read, discuss, and pray 

God’s Word together this week!

JUNE 20
Psalm 43:4

Then I will go to the altar of God, to God my exceeding 
joy, and I will praise You with the lyre, O God, my God.

---
What are some ways you like to use to praise God in 

your daily life?
---

Praise God with exceeding joy!

JUNE 21
Psalm 37:4

Delight yourself in the LORD, and He will give you the 
desires of your heart.

---
What are some ways you can delight yourself in the 

Lord?
---

Ask God to help you look to Him with delight every day

JUNE 22
Psalm 1:1-2

Blessed is the man who walks not in the counsel of the 
wicked, nor stands in the way of sinners, nor sits in the 

seat of sco�ers; but his delight is in the law of the 
LORD, and on His law he meditates day and night.

---
What could you do to spend more time thinking about 

and focusing on God’s Word? 
---

Ask God to help you spend more time focusing on Him 
and on His Word.

JUNE 23
Proverbs 3:5-6

Trust in the LORD with all your heart, and do not lean 
on your own understanding. In all your ways acknowl-

edge Him, and He will make straight your paths.
---

How hard is it for you to put your whole trust in the 
Lord rather than in your own ideas?

---
Ask God to help you trust Him completely and honor 

Him in all you do.

JUNE 24
Exodus 15:2

The LORD is my strength and my song, and He has 
become my salvation; this is my God, and I will praise 

Him, my father's God, and I will exalt Him.
---

How excited would you be if God had just delivered you 
from an army of enemies? 

---
Tell God how much you appreciate His salvation and 

deliverance from evil.

JUNE 25
2 Samuel 6:14a

And David danced before the LORD with all his might.
---

Do you ever jump up and down out of sheer joy and 
excitement? 

---
Tell God how excited

you are to know Him and know He loves you.

JUNE 26
1 Kings 8:20

Now the LORD has fulfilled His promise that He made. 
For I have risen in the place of David my father, and sit 
on the throne of Israel, as the LORD prom- ised, and I 
have built the house for the name of the LORD, the 

God of Israel.
---

What if God did not keep His promises?
---

Thank God that He always keeps His promises!

JUNE 27
Psalm 122:1

I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go to the 
house of the LORD!”

---
How excited are you today to be in God’s house and to 

worship Him?
---

Thank God that you can worship Him with other believ-
ers today.


