
KIDS’ CLUB SUNDAY SNAPSHOT

TODDLER
GOD SPEAKS

PARENT DEVOTIONAL
1 Samuel 3

After many years of bringing prayers and petitions to the Lord for a child, Hannah vowed to 
give the son she was blessed with into the service of the Lord. Hannah kept her promise, for 
when Samuel was a young child—some scholars speculate that he was three or four years of 
age—his parents brought him to the temple of the Lord in Shiloh. They o�ered a sacrifice and 
gave him to minister to God under the guidance of the priest, Eli. Here he would learn the ways 
of worship and acts of service within the temple.

In this period of the judges, a word from the Lord—a spoken message to the people through a 
prophet—was rare, nor were many people experiencing visions from the Lord. When the Lord 
began to call Samuel by name, he got up from his bed and ran to Eli to answer the call. It's 
important to note that Samuel was still a child when God first called his name. Each time the 
Lord called, Samuel went to Eli believing it to be his voice calling to him. Up to this point, it 
appears from Scripture that Samuel hadn't experienced or met God in this way, so it makes 
sense that the child wouldn't recognize God's voice. Finally, after the third time, Eli realized it was 
the Lord who was calling to Samuel and directed the child as to how he should respond. When 
the Lord came and stood there, again calling as He had the other times, Samuel responded by 
saying, "Speak, for your servant is listening" (1 Samuel 3:10).

This was the day Samuel was initiated by the Lord as a prophet to Israel. "The LORD was with 
Samuel as he grew up, and he let none of Samuel's words fall to the ground [or go to waste]. … 
The LORD continued to appear at Shiloh, and there he revealed himself to Samuel through his 
word" (vv. 19, 21). Samuel faithfully brought the word of the Lord to the people as His prophet and 
the last judge of Israel, all the days of his life.

We were created in the image of God. He has designed us to know His voice. Since He has wired 
us to be tuned to Him, then it's within our ability to hear Him. We simply need to adjust our focus 
and tune ourselves in to the Creator.

This week, spend time connecting with God in the way that suits you. Whatever it is that helps 
you focus and be present with the Lord, get to that place. If you're not sure what that is, experi-
ment a bit with di�erent settings and situations. Then ask Him to speak to you in a way that you'll 
recognize His voice.

Lord, as I come before You, I desire to hear Your voice. Please remove any distractions that 
would hinder me from hearing from and listening to You—things both seen and unseen. Lord, 
when You speak, let me know without question that it is You I hear. I will listen. Amen.

MEMORY VERSE
Exodus 14:14

The LORD will fight for you; you 
need only to be still.



TODAY WE EXPLORED

FIND THE....
We covered our eyes and listened to sounds made by objects and then tried to find that object 
in our rice sensory bin. We listened & found things like bells, Legos, cotton balls, toy pigs, pens, 
and more!

BUBBLES & BALLS
Some things make louder sounds than others. We explored the sound balls and bubbles make 
when they hit the ground. 

NOODLE NECKLACE
We practiced our fine motor skills and made noodle necklaces with a paper “God Speaks” 
charm that we colored. We can wear our necklace as we remember that God speaks!

FREEZE DANCE
We used our listening ears to play freeze dance!

BOOKS & PUZZLES
We explored books and puzzles about Samuel & David. 

HABITS FOR HOME

1 Samuel 3
As a young man, the prophet Samuel lived in the temple studying under Eli the priest. 

One night, as Samuel was sleeping, he heard someone call his name. Eli realized it was 
God’s voice Samuel was hearing. He told Samuel to tell God that he was

 present and listening.

READ
Read 1 Samuel 3:1–9. Remind your child that God spoke to Samuel and He can speak to 
us too!

TALK
Spend a short period of time in silence with your child. See what sounds your child can 
identify that he may not have heard otherwise (a bird chirping, the wind blowing 
through the trees, etc.) Ask: “How does God speak?”

PRAY 
Pray according to Psalm 40:8:

Dear God, may (insert child’s name) hear Your voice, desire to do your will, and follow 
you always.
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THE BIBLE
Each week, Curly reminds us that we find 
the Big God Story in the Bible. We use the 
same vocabulary each Sunday, “Do you 
know where we can find The Big God 
Story?” (allow responses) ”That’s right--the 
Bible. God gave us the Bible so we can 
learn about Him. It’s full of things that help 
us get to know God. We read the Bible to 
learn about God and about His Son, Jesus.”

BIBLE SONG
Did you know we sing a song in class every 
Sunday before we hear God’s Story? The 
song is to the tune of “Mary Had a Little 
Lamb” 

Now it's time to hear God's Word
Hear God's Word
Hear God's Word
Now it's time to hear God's Word
So let's look in the Bible
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John 13:15-16
I have set you an example that 

you should do as I have
done for you. Very truly I tell 

you, no servant is greater than 
his master, nor is a messenger 
greater than the one who sent 
him. Now that you know these 

things, you will be blessed if 
you do them.

---
What does being blessed 

really mean?
---

Ask God to help you do things 
He will bless.

John 14:6
Jesus answered, “I am the way 

and the truth and the life. No 
one comes to the Father 
except through me.” ---

Other than someone’s faith in 
Jesus, is there any other way 

to God?
---

Praise God that Jesus is the 
way, and the only way, to God.

John 27:54
When the centurion and those 
with him who were guarding 

Jesus saw the earthquake and 
all that had happened, they 

were terrified, and exclaimed, 
“Surely he was the Son of 

God!”
---

What else do you think the 
soldiers felt?

---
Thank God for His truth.
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John 19:28-30
Later, knowing that every-

thing had now been finished, 
and so that Scripture would 
be fulfilled, Jesus said, “I am 

thirsty.” A jar of wine vinegar 
was there, so they soaked a 

sponge in it, put the sponge on 
a stalk of the hyssop plant, 

and lifted it to Jesus’ lips. 
When He had received the 

drink, Jesus said, “It is 
finished.” With that, He bowed 

His head and gave up His 
spirit.

---
How did Jesus’ death & 

resurrection change 
everything?

---
Thank God for the death and 

resurrection of Jesus.

A GUIDE TO READING THE BIBLE WITH 
YOUR PRESCHOOLER
Here is a list of things to remember, when you are 
reading the Bible with your preschooler. This 
resource was compiled by Meredith Miller:

1. In preschool, lay the foundation that God is good. 
-Tell the story
-Name the goodness (e.g. care, listening, help, love, 
hearing prayers, etc.)
-Tell your preschooler that God is that way for us, 
too!
-Respond. Responding to goodnes for preschoolers 
is often about a�ection & celebration (”Let’s give 
ourselves a hug!” “Let’s put on a song and dance!” “I’ll 
draw a heart, you color it!”)

2. Point out one truth of God at a time. If a story 
reveals more than 1 truth about God, tell the story 
again the next day and make the new point then. 
Repeitition is helpful to the age and lets you add 
layers of meaning.

Matthew 26:42
He went away a second time 
and prayed, “My Father, if it is 
not possible for this cup to be 
taken away unless I drink it, 
may Your will be done.” ---

What aspect of His
suf- fering do you think was 

hardest for Jesus?
---

Thank Jesus that He was 
willing to su�er and die for 

you.rap of sin.
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