KIDS’ CLUB SUNDAY SNAPSHOT

GOD DWELLS WITH HIS
PEOPLE
Exodus 25—40

God gave Moses the Ten
Commandments on Mount Sinai.
+ As the Israelites followed God in the
wilderness, they dwelled in tents. This made it
easy for them to pack up and move on
whenever God led them to a new place. The
tabernacle was a big tent—that the people
could pack up and move whenever God led
them to a new place.
+ The mental image Exodus gives us is God's
presence hovering above the tabernacle.
God's presence came down as a cloud, and
through the cloud, God led His people
through the desert.
+ Using many beautiful items, the Israelites
built a tabernacle where God’s presence
would dwell among His people. The people
could come inside the courtyard, or outside
area, of the tabernacle and spend time with
God.
+ Today, Kaylee used our tabernacle replica
to walk the students through the different
elements for worship in and around the
tabernacle. Your family can learn more
about these elements, and how they point to
Jesus, next Sunday at our Sukkot
celebreation!
+ Hundreds of years later, God the Father
sent His Son, Jesus, to die on the cross and
rise again so people didn’t have to be separated from God because of their sins. In
Matthew 27:51, we learn that the curtain in
the temple that separated the holy of holies
from the rest of the time tore in two after
Jesus was crucified. God had made a way
for sinful people to be forgiven and have life
forever with Him!
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+ Jesus sent the Holy Spirit to dwell (point)
inside everyone who choose to trust in Jesus
as their Rescuer and King!

@ HOME

READ TOGETHER

Read Exodus 40 while sitting around
the dining table. Have an empty chair
placed at the table, and tell your
children it’s there to remind them that
God dwells, or lives, with us. Ask them
what they might say to God if He
was sitting right there with them.
Then remind them that the Holy Spirit
does live within us, and we can talk
to Him every day! Share with them
that just as God’s Spirit dwelled in the
tabernacle, His Spirit can live inside of
us.

TALK ABOUT IT

+ Why did God want His people to
build a tabernacle?
+ How is God closer to us than He
was to the Israelites?
+ How does God dwell with us
today?

BLESSING

(Child’s name), may you know that
God is with you, no matter where
you go.

NEXT SUNDAY

GOD NEVER FAILS
Joshua 1—4
God's people entered the Promised
Land.

SUKKOT: FEAST OF
TABERNACLES

Join us next Sunday, October 9, from
5 PM-7:30 PM for our Sukkot
celebreation! Be sure to RSVP by this
Wednesday. This event is a chili
potluck.

MEMORY VERSE
Zephaniah 3:17

Practice
together!

God dwelled with His people in the desert after He
freed them from Egypt. And when God called Moses to
go up Mount Sinai, He revealed His instructions for the
tabernacle, the ark, and other structures—as well as the
Ten Commandments and more than 600 laws (sometimes referred to as the book of the law).
The tabernacle would be the place where God
dwelled among His people, and the instructions, found
in Exodus, are very detailed. Through Moses, God gave
His people exact measurements, weights, sizes, colors,
proportions, etc., for every curtain, hook, beam, covering, and decoration to go in the tabernacle—including
details such as which way to twist the curtains to cover
it and where to carve or draw depictions of the cherubim.
If the tabernacle was where God dwelled among His
people, the Holy of Holies was where God met with the
priests within the tabernacle. Inside the Holy of Holies
sat the ark of the covenant. It might be tempting to
suppose that God dwelled within the ark, but the
mental image Exodus gives us is God's presence hovering above it.
Outside the tabernacle, God's presence came down as
a cloud, and through the cloud, God led His people
through the desert. It must have been reassuring to
know that God was with them, but also a fear-inspiring
reminder that they had agreed to follow and obey His
laws as His covenant people.
Just as God's presence dwelled in the tabernacle and
His glory filled the temple after Solomon's dedication,
Paul says, "[We] are God's temple and … God's Spirit
dwells in [us]" (1 Corinthians 3:16a).

Exodus 25-40

During the years the Israelites wandered in the desert,
Moses was the model of a leader, a worshipper, and a
friend of God. Through Moses, God spoke to His people,
enacted His covenant with them, and gave them His
laws and instructions.
As parents, you act as models for your children—a
daunting task. Even so, we read in Scripture that as
Moses followed God's commands, God filled the work
with His glory. Take a moment to think about the
responsibilities God has entrusted to you. Write them
down or simply take a mental inventory. Thank God for
giving you the role of being a leader, and ask Him to fill
the work of your hands with His glory.
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FAMILY FOCUS:

FAITH COMMUNITY
Each month, we highlight a different
environment we believe parents
should cultivate in their home to help
you raise your child with the eternal in
mind. These environments are taken
from Michelle Anthony’s Book
Spiritual Parenting, which we studied
this summer. This month’s family focus
environment is Faith Community.
+ We weren't created to live the
Christian life alone. Without being
involved in a vibrant faith community,
we can live secluded lives of faith and
literally start to forget who we are. As
the battle rages against our identity, the
faith community brings us strength.
+ Traditions were a valuable part of
Israelite community worship, and they
play a valuable role today.
+ We need to be intentional about
creating a spiritual family for our
children in our homes.
+ Being part of a church community
includes volunteering and sharing life
together with others in the church, not
just showing up for weekly worship.
+ Young people need one another's
support so they can live as aliens in a
foreign land.
PARENT CHALLENGE:
Invite someone (or another family) from
our faith community to join you for a
meal or special outing this week. Join us
for Sukkot next Sunday, October 9!
universityavenuebaptist.org/events

