KIDS’ CLUB SUNDAY SNAPSHOT

GOD SPEAKS
1 Samuel 3

TEACHERS:
Aunty Ruth
Aunty CiCi*
HELPERS:
Hannah*
*Storytellers

God’s voice Samuel was hearing. He told Samuel to tell God
that he was present and listening.

1

MUSICAL FUN

2
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KNOW GOD’S VOICE

We used cotton balls and watercolors to
paint a picture to remind us that “I can
know God’s Voice”

ROCK AND ROLL

We used our ears to listen like Samuel as we
put rocks in different containers and listened
to the different sounds they would make.
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FIND THE...

We used our ears to listen to the different
sounds items hidden in birdseed made as we
played a matching game.

preschool +
kindergarten
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READ TOGETHER

Read 1 Samuel 3:1-9
As a young man, the prophet Samuel lived in the temple
Remind your child that God spoke to
studying under Eli the priest. One night, as Samuel was
sleeping, he heard someone call his name. Eli realized it was Samuel and He can speak to us too!

We used our ears to listen like Samuel as we
played cymbals.
SNACK:
Scooby Doo
Graham
Cracker Bones

@ HOME

PUPPET PLAY

We pretended a puppet was Samuel and
worked together to re-tell today’s part of the
Big God Story.
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ALL MIXED UP

We played a matching game with different
colors of ephod. Ephods were the special
shirt boys wore when they worked in the
temple.
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ARE YOU SLEEPING?

Like Samuel heard God’s voice while he was
sleeping, we pretended to sleep and listened
for our teacher’s voice. When we heard it, we
would jump up!

Note: Young children are rarely still
for extended periods of time.
Encourage your child to play fun,
simple games with you that allow
him to practice being quiet in small
time increments. This will help your
child as he grows and learns to listen
for God’s voice.

TALK ABOUT IT

+ Share a story with your child of a
time when you heard God speak to
you or direct you.
+ Spend a short period of time in
silence with your child. See what
sounds your child can identify that he
may not have heard otherwise (a
bird chirping, the wind blowing
through the trees, etc.) Ask: “How
does God speak?”

HABITS FOR THE HOME

Turn off the TV and tablets and pull
out the legos, colors, paper, books,
and other quiet toys. Play some
worship music and enjoy some quiet
time together as a family, all in the
same room.

BLESSING

Open a Bible and read Psalm 40:8:
“I desire to do your will, my God;
your law is within my heart.”
(Insert your child’s name), may you
hear God’s voice and follow Him
every day.

MEMORY VERSE
Zephaniah 3:17

Practice
together!

After many years of bringing prayers and petitions to
the Lord for a child, Hannah vowed to give the son she
was blessed with into the service of the Lord. Hannah
kept her promise, for when Samuel was a young
child—some scholars speculate that he was three or
four years of age—his parents brought him to the
temple of the Lord in Shiloh. They offered a sacrifice
and gave him to minister to God under the guidance of
the priest, Eli. Here he would learn the ways of worship
and acts of service within the temple.
In this period of the judges, a word from the Lord—a
spoken message to the people through a prophet—was
rare, nor were many people experiencing visions from
the Lord. When the Lord began to call Samuel by name,
he got up from his bed and ran to Eli to answer the call.
It's important to note that Samuel was still a child when
God first called his name. Each time the Lord called,
Samuel went to Eli believing it to be his voice calling to
him. Up to this point, it appears from Scripture that
Samuel hadn't experienced or met God in this way, so it
makes sense that the child wouldn't recognize God's
voice. Finally, after the third time, Eli realized it was the
Lord who was calling to Samuel and directed the child
as to how he should respond. When the Lord came and
stood there, again calling as He had the other times,
Samuel responded by saying, "Speak, for your servant is
listening" (1 Samuel 3:10).
This was the day Samuel was initiated by the Lord as a
prophet to Israel. "The LORD was with Samuel as he
grew up, and he let none of Samuel's words fall to the
ground [or go to waste]. … The LORD continued to
appear at Shiloh, and there he revealed himself to
Samuel through his word" (vv. 19, 21). Samuel faithfully
brought the word of the Lord to the people as His
prophet and the last judge of Israel, all the days of his
life.
We were created in the image of God. He has designed
us to know His voice. Since He has wired us to be tuned
to Him, then it's within our ability to hear Him. We simply
need to adjust our focus and tune ourselves in to the
Creator.

1 Samuel 3

This week, spend time connecting with God in the way
that suits you. Whatever it is that helps you focus and be
present with the Lord, get to that place. If you're not
sure what that is, experiment a bit with different
settings and situations. Then ask Him to speak to you in
a way that you'll recognize His voice.
Lord, as I come before You, I desire to hear Your voice.
Please remove any distractions that would hinder me
from hearing from and listening to You—things both
seen and unseen. Lord, when You speak, let me know
without question that it is You I hear. I will listen. Amen.
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FAMILY FOCUS:

FAITH COMMUNITY
Each month, we highlight a different
environment we believe parents
should cultivate in their home to help
you raise your child with the eternal in
mind. These environments are taken
from Michelle Anthony’s Book
Spiritual Parenting, which we studied
this summer. This month’s family focus
environment is Faith Community.
+ We weren't created to live the
Christian life alone. Without being
involved in a vibrant faith community,
we can live secluded lives of faith and
literally start to forget who we are. As
the battle rages against our identity, the
faith community brings us strength.
+ Traditions were a valuable part of
Israelite community worship, and they
play a valuable role today.
+ We need to be intentional about
creating a spiritual family for our
children in our homes.
+ Being part of a church community
includes volunteering and sharing life
together with others in the church, not
just showing up for weekly worship.
+ Young people need one another's
support so they can live as aliens in a
foreign land.
PARENT CHALLENGE:
Invite someone (or another family) from
our faith community to join you for a
meal or special outing this week. Join us
for Sukkot next Sunday, October 9!
universityavenuebaptist.org/events

